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ARE YOU A PROFESSIONAL TATTOO ARTIST? 
ARE YOU A TATTOO ENTHUSIAST? 




TATTOO LIFE GALLERY 

THE BEST TATTOOS JUST A CLICK AWAY! 
THE PHOTO ARCHIVE OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
TATTOO MAGAZINE TATTOO LIFE NOW ONLINE 

Subscribe and check out the archive of the international tattoo life magazine. You will 
find thousands of selected photos online with the best works on skin- our archive is 
easy to search using key words that will allow you to find what you are looking for 
quickly- surf through the subjects and the styles of modern tattoo, stay updated on 
the newest produciton with just one click or look for something inspiring. a useful 
tool for every tattoo enthusiast but designed especially for tattoo studios that will 
have thousands of ideas to show their customers- try it out immediately! 



Isftery^* www.tattoolifegallery.com 



1 Max I attoojne & www. i maxshop.com 



Made 





m Hydraulic 

eedles Tattoo Chair 




Inspire Red Liner 

14006 165 gr.€ 180,00 



Sterile Tube w/Needle 
and Rubber Grip 

20 pes from € 16,00 



15190 Deluxe Tattoo Chair 

€ 695,00 

Deluxe Tattoo Chair with 
Heavy-duty hydraulic pump. 




Tribe Bronze Liner 

14020 235 gr € 140,00 




Premium Quality Needles 

50 pes from € 14,00 



cm Grip Tubes 

Sterile tattoo tubes 

from € S 55 




Graffix Shader 

14008 245 gr € 180,00 

I Max T attoo Kits 

The kit include: 

1 Victory Liner Tattoo Machine 
1 Star Shader Tattoo Machine 
1 Tattoo Kit Alloy Case 
1 D.C.Power unit 3 AMR w/clip-cord+footswitch 
1 Box with 50 sterile needles 3 round liner 
1 Box with 50 sterile needles 5 shader 
40 Disposable white plastic tubes for 

3 Liner Needles 
40 Disposable white plastic tubes for 

5 Shader Needles 
5 Azayaka colors in 15ml. bottles 
1 I Max Black Ink 60ml. bottle 
5 Foil Packs of White Petrolatum 
1 Pkg. with 100 ink caps 
1 S/Steel ink cap holder 
1 I Max Styling Paper, 1 00 sheets 
1 Hectograph pencil for making stencils 
1 Practice skin 

1 Pkg. with 100 black gloves Panthera 
1 DVD Master The Art of Tattooing 
1 CD Tattoo Flash 

1 31 78 Black Victory & Star Shader Tattoo Kit € 239,00 

Buy online 

www.imaxshop.com 

Price do not include VAT and shipping. 



Digital Power Unit 
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Black Rubber Grip 
Box 20 pes from € 14,00 



I Max International Sri 

Via Emilia 41 - 47838 Riccione Italy 
Tel. +390 541 642160 Fax +390 541 643542 
www.imaxshop.com info@imaxshop.com 



editorial 




A circle closes 
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enk Schiffmacher - known 
by all as Hanky Panky - has fulfilled the 
dream of a lifetime: he has created a museum 
which is dedicated to the art of tattooing. It is 
located in Amsterdam, the city where he has 
lived his whole life. With the help of various institutions and an 
understanding Dutch government, he has poured his whole private 
collection and donations received into The Amsterdam Tattoo 
Museum, the first museum of its kind in the world. It's not a gallery; 
there are plenty of those around, but a centre which has finally 
made the world of tattoo art an institution. This is an achievement 
which every tattooing fan should be proud of because ATM is the 
official point of reference which has always been missing, the heart 
of tattooing in a world which is lacking in well-defined boundaries; 
to use a wonderful phrase coined by 
Henk himself "the new Rome of Tattoo Art". 
The Amsterdam project has been a very ambitious one, a unique 
journey back in time discovering the history and culture of different 
populations, religions, traditions and techniques. But it also reflects 
the way this art is continuously evolving. 
I feel duty-bound to thank Henk personally because finally he 
has cleared up a problem for me... I started in this business about 
twenty years ago and throughout my twenty-year career I have 
been lucky enough to be able to collect over 500 originals such as 
paintings, flash, machines, sculptures etc... All created and donated 
by the most important tattoo artists on the international scene. It 
has always been a concern of mine, however, what might become 
of all these pieces after my death. I have no children and the 
people closest to me don't share my passion for tattooing. So I've 
always worried that after my death my collection might end up in 
a warehouse, or worse still sold on e-bay or who knows what. The 
Amsterdam Museum has solved this problem for me. When I die 
I shall donate my whole collection to the Museum and close the 
circle, or rather give back to tattooing all that tattooing has given 
me: a wonderful life full of art which fills my house and my studio. 
It'll be the chance to return the favours of all the artists who have 
presented me with pieces of their work, by giving them the chance 
to have their work admired by future generations in the most 
important exhibition centre this art has to offer. I'm hoping that this 
editorial might encourage other owners of large or small private 
collections, because it's thanks to the contribution of all us tattoo 
lovers that the ATM can become a monument to which we have 
dedicated so much passion, and in many cases, our lives. Naturally 
these few lines are an invitation to go and visit the exhibition and 
to recommend it to clients and friends, 

In order for this museum to survive and endure throughout future 
decades it will need the support of all of us; each with their own 
contribution, big or small. I'm certain it won't be let down. 

by Miki Vialetto 



Photography: Christian Saint 
facebook.com/thechristiansaint 
Cover Model: Sophia Vonne 
www. modelmayhem. com/1 243470 
sophiasalviejoOgmaiL.com 
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FUDO MYO-0 TATTOO DESIGN BY HORITOMO 

Kazuaki Kitamura 

/mmovabte is an invaluable tool 
for learning more about the 
mysterious Buddhist and icon Fudo 
Myo-o, through the writings and 
drawings of tattoo artist Kazuaki 
"Horitomo" Kitamura. The book 
contains many of Kitamura's 
original designs as well as the 
history of Fudo Myo-o, together 
with detailed explanations and a 
glossary. This book is the first of its kind to be written entirely in 
English. Kitamura tattooed for almost twenty years and besides 
being a great connoisseur of Japanese culture and tradition he 
is also an expert in the field of technical traditional Japanese 
tattooing. He lives in San Jose, California where he tattoos both 
by hand and with machines at the State of Grace studio. 
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Immovable - Fudo Myo-o 

Tattoo Design by Horitomo 

by Kazuaki Kitamura 

186 color and black & white 

pages, soft cover 

Publisher: State of Grace Inc. 

www.stateofgracetattoo.com 
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An exciting new book on the art of Styliani 
Smokov, an extremely interesting Bulgarian 
artist who over the years has managed to 
develop a unique style of drawing and tattooing. 
The book is a limited edition; one thousand 
copies have been autographed by the artist. 
It contains sketches, paintings and photos of 
recent tattoos in his unmistakable 
western-influenced oriental style. 



Drawings To Wear by Stilian Smokov 
216 color pages, soft cover 
Publisher: SMOKOV Publis 
www.smokov.com 




^Cl AN FREUD 

National Portrait Gallery 



Lucian Freud is considered as 
one of the most important 
and influential artists of his 
generation. He is well-known 
for the distinctive portraits 
of friends and family, but 
also celebrities, artists and 
performers. From the 9th 




Gallery you can 
admire his work 
of more than 
100 portraits spanning 70 years 
of work, from the early '40s until 
his death in July 2011. 

Until 27th May, 2012 



February at the National Portrait www.npg.org.uk 
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MBLLEY ®>®<m>® 

Lovers of the femininity and the exuberant 
sensuality of the pin-up cannot go without 

the Sabina Kelley calendar this year. It has been 
immortalised in all its unbridled beauty by Shannon 
Brooke, a renowned photographer based in LA who 
specialises in pin-up portraits. There are 12 black and 
white and colour shots, all sensual, ironic and once 
again simply irresistible. 



WITH THE LIGHT OF TRUTH 

STRAIGHT EDGE 





www.sabinakelley.com 

www.shannonbrookeimagery.net 
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^Hhe subtitle of this book 

1 reveals all: it's A Collection 
of Tattoos, Art and Profiles of 
Some of the Best Straight Edge 
Tattoo Artists 

in the World. It contains the work 
of many tattoo artists who are 
featured with a photo and a brief 
interview, accompanied by a full-page 
of flash and images of tattoos 
that they have done. It's a collection 
that celebrates not only a way 
of life that is dear to many and 
whose philosophy has influenced 
many tattoo artists, but it also 



aims to promote Straight Edge - 
which is a commitment to avoid 
alcohol, drugs and cigarettes. 



With the Light of Truth - Straight Edge 
Compiled by Dan Smith 




A major exhibition 
dedicated to Horiyoshi 
III will open to the public 
in London on March 21st 
and will take place at the 
Courtyard Rooms, Somerset 
House in the south wing 
of the prestigious, historic 
building that dates back to 
Tudor times. The organisers 
aim to convey a sentiment 
which is known as kokoro 
in Japanese. Kokoro means 
heart, its deep-rooted 
meaning is fundamental 
in the Japanese approach 
not just to art but to all 
aspects of life; it epitomises 
Japan. The exhibition is the 
brainchild of the tattooist 
Claudia Sabe [Jolie Rouge 
Tattoo, London) and Stephen 
Doherty - director of Visitor 
Communication and Public 
Displays at Somerset House 
Trust. The idea became reality 
after seeing Alex Reinke and 
Matti Sedholm's (Horikitsune 
and Horimatsu) photos 
which were taken in Japan 
for a book entitled Kokoro, 
published by Kofuu-Senju 
Publications: a collection of 
shots whose purpose was 
to capture "the very heart 
of things". The exhibition 
aims to uncover this emotion 




through the art of 
Horiyoshi III. Very 
few pictures of 
his tattoos will be 
shown, however. 
Instead you can 
admire fifteen hand 
painted silk scrolls 
in various formats 
and techniques 
and with different 
subjects. Tigers and 
dragons, Daruma, Raijin and 
Fujin are some of the subjects 
depicted in sumi ink. Fudo 
Myo and Shoki are other icons 
which will be on show. They 
have an undeniable beauty: 
they are refined works of art 
produced on a surface that 
leaves no room for error. It is 
a great privilege to be able to 
admire the silk scrolls close 
up in all their beauty, since 
no photograph could do them 
justice. Also on show will 
be pieces of artwork which 
evolved from the project 
between Horiyoshi III and the 
Netsuke masters and original 
painted wood blocks using 
traditional techniques. 
All the original pieces will be 
on show together with framed 
photographs, to create 
an interesting dialogue 
with the public. 



UntilJuLy, 1st 2012 
Somerset House 
www.somersethouse.org.uk 1 
Free entrance 





THE ATTENTION IS ON QUAILS, MOODS AND INTERIORS. OUR WORLD IS MADE UP OF SO MANY OBJECTS, ORIGINAL ITEMS THAT 
ARE SOMEWHAT SHORTLIVED AND OTHER MORE COSTLY ITEMS WHICH WE SHOULD AVOID. WE BRING YOU EMBROIDERY FROM 
AHPEELE, CERAMICS FROM LOVEANDWHISKERS, REFINED LIGHTING FROM LUKELAMPCO, SIGNED CLOTH DOLLS FROM MCK254, 
PLECTRUMS TRANSFORMED INTO COOL EARRINGS FROM LONESTAR, WONDERFUL CERAMICS FROM ELIZABETH ROBINSON AND A 
NEW COLLECTION OF SOCKS FROM ED HARDY. 

Neuf dm ditdm 

Given that the beginning of a 
new season is always marked 
by new footwear it's essential 
to take a look at Ed Hardy's 
range of clothing. He is the 
guru of tattooing and always 
a reference point for tattoo 
fans who want to keep up to 
date with changing styles that 
reflect understated originality. 
This collection by Ed Hardy has 
something to please everyone: 
trendy, young designs for him; 
bright colours for her and fun 
sneakers for children. 
edhardyshop.com 




Ahpeeie produces a collection 
of short and long-sleeved 
shirts, sweaters and trousers, 
all hand-worked and 
inspired by tattoo designs 
with references to skulls, 
feathers and flowers such 
as chrysanthemums and 
lotus flowers. Their passion 
for craftsmanship in limited 
editions makes for a truly 
fabulous collection. The 
designs are created and made 
by Ahpeeie, the highlight of the 




range being the long-sleeved 
shirts, which have the entire 
sleeve decorated to give the 
effect of a real long sleeve. 
Team them with embroidery- 
inspired sweatshirts for 
maximum effect. 
www.etsy.com/shop/Ahpeele 




LONESTAR 



1 y^(jU4X! Uwt^PMf 



We move towards a decidedly 
younger audience, namely girls 
with heavy rock music on their 
mind! They could be dark-girls, 
or metal-girls, but they are 
undoubtedly girls who know 
what they like! How could you 
overlook this modest range of 
plectrums decorated with the 
best of tattooing icons? No way! 
So to all those who want to get 



a wilder image, don't miss out 
on Lonestar's range and really 
put a smile on your face. 
www.etsy.com/shop/ 
LonestarFashions 





LOVE AND 
WHISKERS 

What's the best way to start 
the day? With a good breakfast 
of course, as recommended 
by the best nutritionists the 
world over. To brighten up your 
morning loveandwhiskers has 
redesigned the classic biscuit- 
dunking breakfast bowl with a 
double heart theme, because 
there's nothing like waking 



up as a couple! It's a must for 
hopeless romantics, and the 
entire collection has something 
for all lovers of vintage. 
Grandma's glasses, teapots, 





glass made to look like crystal. 
All the products are screen- 
printed by hand and besides 
hearts, traditional enthusiasts 
will not be able to resist the 




elegant pin ups, reinterpreted 
with wonderful graphics. 

loveandwhiskers.blogspot.com 




The fabrics are hypoallergenic, 
soft and totally suitable 
for children, although it's 
more likely that these 
stuffed dolls and animals 
will become the latest fetish 
for adults who live the Life 
of the eternal Peter Pan. 



Elizabeth Robinson %mfess pCeQSlM 



Teapots, cups and accessories 
for the dining room. Decorated 
porcelain objects, featuring 
fossils, mosses and lichens 
from other eras and all for 
microwave use. The colours 
are dark amber, sometimes 
washed out, and the motifs are 



intertwined flowers, tone on tone, at 
times with a fascinating lithograph 
effect. Elizabeth Robinson transforms 
the pleasure of taking a break into a 
trip into the past, inviting us to relax 
and take part in old-fashioned rituals 
whilst keeping in touch with our 
ancient origins. 

http://ebethrobinson.wordpress.com 





1 



TEXT BY SIMONE SACCO 
PHOTOS BY LUCIA COLOMBO 

www.flickr.com/photos/lacortedeimiracoli 
www.devildriver.com 
www.myspace.com/devildriver 



CURRENTLY DIVIDING HIS TIME 
BETWEEN DEVILD RIVER (BEAST IS 
THEIR FIFTH ALBUM IN HIS CAREER) 
AND THE UNEXPECTED RETURN OF 
COAL CHAMBER, DEZ FAFARA CAN 
FINALLY RELAX AND TAKE A LITTLE TIME 
OUT TO TALK TO TATTOO LIFE ABOUT 
TATTOOING. HIS STORY IS HELLISHLY 
LONG: 30 YEARS OF INK IN ALL 
ITS VARIED FORMS... 



SO DEZ, WHERE 
DID YOUR 
RELATIONSHIP 
WITH TATTOO 
ART BEGIN? 
Its origins clearly 
go way back since I became 
infatuated with tattoos when I 
was 13-14 years old (right now 
Dez has 45 tattoos so it has 
been a very active 30 years,.. 
Ed.) I remember as a teenager 
entering a tattoo shop in Long 



Beach (California) and - bang - 
I was hooked for ever! I heard 
the hum of the machines, I 
smelted the odour of alcohol 
and I breathed a kind of 
'vibration' all around me... 
And from that moment on I've 
never been able to get enough! 

I CAN SEE YOU HAVE 
TATTOOS OVER MOST OF 
YOUR BODY. BUT I KNOW 
THAT YOU'VE HAD SECOND 
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Line-up 

Dez Fafara - vocals 

Mike Spreitzer - guitar 

Jeff Kendrick - guitar 

Aaron "Bubble" Patrick - bass 

Johnathan Boecklin — drums 

Album 



Roadrunner/ Warner 

Photos 

Lucia Colombo (Dez Fafara) 
Roadrunner (Devildriver) 



THOUGHTS THROUGHOUT THE 
COURSE OF YOUR LIFE... 

No second thoughts, since I've 
continued to get tattoos up until 
the other day and I will surely 
carry on getting them well into the 
future! (Laughs, Ed.) Of course, 
over the years I've had several 
cover-ups and some of these are 
still In progress" (he reflects, Ed.) 
You know, it's all part of the learning 
process of this art. It goes without 
saying that certain subjects that you 
liked at 15 years of age are no longer 
'you' by the time you reach 40; this 
doesn't mean you turn your back on 
the tattoo cult, instead you expand it.. 



IS IT HARD TO CONCENTRATE ON 
ONE SINGLE STYLE AMONGST THE 
WHIRLWIND OF ARTWORK THAT 
YOUR BODY HAS BECOME...? 

Yeah, tributes to traditional, Japanese, 
horror, lettering, tribal etc. all live in 
harmony together on my body. 
Mainly because I've never focused 
too much on the choice of subjects. 
If on a particular day I feel like getting 
a tattoo done, well, I might go for 
something inspired by Tim Burton's 
Nightmare Before Christmas 
(which, in fact Dez does have on 
his chest, Ed.) or I might go for the 
Devildriver Logo, or maybe a simple 
lettering like this one (he shows me 
his knuckles where D.E.Z. stand out, 
Ed.)... One of my favourite tattooists is 
called the Reverend Mike from Tattoo 
Addiction in Hatboro (Pennsylvania) 
and I've never had any problems 
with him. Normally I go into his shop, 
we say hello, I choose something... 




and he does some fantastic pieces! 

I'VE ALWAYS WONDERED HOW 
YOU MANAGED TO GET THE 66 IN 
STARS AND STRIPES (YOUR DATE 
OF BIRTH) ON YOUR NECK... 

You mean how did I endure the 
pain? Well, that actually hurt a lot! 
(Chuckles, Ed.) I kept saying to 
the tattooist: 'Hey buddy, are we 
finished?' And he'd reply: 'come 
on Dez, just five more minutes...' 
Only it never ended! But that's how 
it is with my tattoos: I've never liked 
taking breaks, not even when I was 
getting my ribs tattooed and I was 
seeing stars... For me a "break" is a 
long tour with Devildriver between 
appointments at the tattoo shop! 
Ha ha! 

WHERE WILL YOU GET YOUR 
NEXT TATTOO? 

I reckon it'll be on my back since 
that's the only place with any space 
left... And I think this time too it'll 
focus on a tattoo which is linked to 
my family or close friends. Like the 
eagle from the Polish flag that I have 
on my calf. You know I know lots of 
people in Poland and some of my 
relatives are from there, so it seemed 
right to immortalise all that in a nice, 
improvised piece. 



WHERE ARE YOU NOW CAREER- 
WISE WITH DEVILDRIVER AND THE 
NEWLY-FORMED COAL CHAMBER? 

Let's say I'm enjoying life (smiles, Ed.). 
With Devildriver we've just produced 
our fifth album, Beast, in 201 1 which 
is yet another evolution for this band: 
more structured and technical songs 
in the best groove-metal tradition. 
A fucking killer album man! With Coal 
Chamber, however, we've just done a 
concert in Australia. The first one since 
we split up in 2003. 

I IMAGINE THAT FANTASIZING 
ABOUT COAL CHAMBER 
REUNITING (EVEN DOING ALBUMS) 
WOULD BE RATHER TEMPTING 
FOR YOU... OR IS THIS NOT 
THE CASE? 

Well let me tell you that after that 
show in Australia with Coal Chamber 
I was on the road again with 
Devildriver! I want to be straight with 
my fans: when this story about Coal 
Chamber reuniting came out, several 
tour proposals and even record deals 
were proposed. Right now though, I 
just want to enjoy the moment and not 
think about fucking business! 
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A DRAMATIC TURN OF EVENTS 
(ROADRUNNER/WARNER) 



BY 5IM0NE SACCO 





! 







Most Likely this album by 
Dream Theater, the eleventh 
in their recording career, 
won't be remembered as 
much as their previous 
work. The tedious soap 
opera surrounding the 
substitute drummer for the 
well-tattooed Mike Portnoy 
has gone on far too long. 
It's been a long, exhausting 
affair loaded with doubts such as "Will DT make it without the 
talent of their drummer-leader?" or, "Who the hell will be able 
to take over from Iron Mike?" Well, the job finally went to the 
extremely technical Mike Mangini (already played for Steve Vai) 
and the new offering (now fully in the hands of guitarist John 
Petrucci] is an update of 'Images and Words'. It features three 
strong ballads (excellently composed 'This Is The Life') and Lots 
of prog-metal masterfully played and inspired by the 70's bands 
Rush and Kansas. It's a shame then that this record has been 
slammed by so many and has been surrounded by gossip from 
audiences who don't understand their music. For this reason 
alone, you should check it out for yourselves... 



PfiP* cHue?> 

BACK TO NEW YORK CITY 
[PROVOGUE/MASCOT) 




How can you fail to love 
an artist as sincere 
and enthusiastic as 
Popa Chubby [born Ted 
Horowitz)? With his eye- 
catching tattoos, his excess 
weight, his bald head and 
his love for Jimi Hendrix, 
this American guitar- 
hero has released a new 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ record. At first the tunes 
seem simple, but listen to them a few times and they'll stick 
with you... The titletrack [Back To New York City) couldn't 
sound more Hendrix if it tried, a mix of blues takes us back 
to of Cream from the 60's [Pound Of Flesh], shades of the 
late Steve Ray Vaughan (She Loves Everybody But Me) and 
he even gets a bit ZZ Top with Warrior God, Two excellent 
covers: The Future by Leonard Cohen (sensational) and 
even Jesus Joy Of Man's Desire by none other than Johann 
Sebastian Bach! Let's face it, Clapton's not what he used to 
be, so go out and get yourselves a copy of Popa's latest... 



THE HUNTER 

(ROADRUNNER/WARNER) 



HACTDOTN 




A tour de force such as 
Crack the Skye was never 
going to repeat itself, nor 
were we ever going to get 
anything along the lines of 
the sludge metal Leviathan. 
So Mastodon have decided 
to go down another road: 
these are smarter tracks, 
heavily influenced by Black 
Sabbath of the 70's with 
newness to please even the less experienced listener. It's even 
been compared to a more cunning Queens Of The Stone Age... 
So what was meant to be the ultimate masterpiece in their 
career has turned out to be 'just' a great album from 
the Atlanta line-up. 

There are still the pieces which will do well live (Curl Of The 
Burl, Stargasm, Black Tongue] and the cover - based on a 
beautiful sculpture by AJ Fosik, is out of this world; however 
if we have to criticize Mastodon with their love for stoner and 
southern rock, then we'd have to say that these guys, unlike 
many others, could have done better... 



g\RLScH»gL 

HIT AND RUN - REVISITED 

(UDR) 




It's not good news when 
groups try to revamp old 
hits. With Manowar, for 
instance, the rework of their 
old true-metal masterpiece 
Battle Hymns was a flop 
and who can remember 
Queensryche struggling with 
Operation: Mind crime II? 
Fortunately there are some 
brilliant exceptions. One 
of them is Girlschool, the London band, a name that is dear 
to all fans of wild hard rock and the unforgettable NWOBHM 
(New Wave of British Heavy Metal). Hit and Run - Revisited 
is their 1981 masterpiece, completely revisited with new 
arrangements, from the earth-shaking C'mon Let's Go to 
the conclusive Future Flash. 

Two great bonus tracks feature; the title-track, a spine- 
tingling duet featuring Doro Pesch (what a punch!] and 
the classic Demolition Boys. It's a useful record to help 
understand what bands like the Hole and 99% of today's 
female rock scene are all about. 
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1-866-420-2326 



HoOcean 



KEANFOW „ 



WWW.H20CEAN.COM 




First In First Aid ' 

Europe +49 2562 99299-0 Australia 1300 758 759 Puerto Rico 787-536-7984 USA/Canada 866-420-2326 
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TARA MCPHERSON IS ONE OF THE 
MOST FASHIONABLE ARTISTS IN 
THE WORLD OF CONTEMPORARY 
SURREALISM. SHE'S BLONDE, 
ATHLETIC, SEXY AND COVERED 
IN TATTOOS. SHE STUDIED ART 
AT UNIVERSITY AND CONTINUES 
TO PLAY IN A BAND, SHE HAS 
PUBLISHED VARIOUS ART BOOKS, 
WORKED WITH BIG NAMES SUCH 
AS NIKE AND HARLEY DAVIDSON 
AND HAD SEVERAL EXHIBITIONS 
ON THE GLOBAL SCENE. THIS 



ARTIST'S CAREER IS ON THE UP 
AND UP SEEMS TO REFLECT THE 
NEW AMERICAN DREAM; ONE 
THAT IS FULL OF MAGIC AND 
A FAIRY TALE ATMOSPHERE. 



Hey We All Die Sometimes 








TARA THANKS 
FOR DOING THIS 
INTERVIEW. YOU ARE 
ONE OF THE MOST 
SOUGHT-AFTER 
PERSONALITIES 
IN THE WORLD OF INDEPENDENT 
ART. YOU HAVE A STRONG AND 
SURE IMAGE WHICH IS EXTREMELY 
FASCINATING. YOU ARE INVOLVED 
IN MANY DIFFERENT ACTIVITIES. 
WHAT SPARE-TIME ACTIVITIES 
INFLUENCE YOUR CREATIVITY? 
It's important to be able to step away 
from your work so you can gain a 
clearer perspective. It's also important 
to be able to absorb new experiences 
and inspiration. 

HOW HAVE YOUR STUDIES HELPED 
YOU IN YOUR CAREER? 

My studies have given me an amazing 
training of the human form, wonderful 
sense of color relationships, and the 
ability to analyze and conceptualize 
my ideas, which are all very important 
aspects of my work. I love school! 

YOU ARE ALSO A MUSICIAN. HOW 
DOES YOUR MUSIC CONNECT WITH 
YOUR ART? 

In the beginning of my career, it was 



the whole reason I started making rock 
posters. I started making them for my 
band and it grew from there. 

WHICH JOBS MADE THE BIGGEST 
IMPRESSION ON YOU; I MEAN 
ARE THERE ANY THAT MARKED A 
TURNING POINT IN YOUR CAREER? 

Working for DC Vertigo doing covers was 
a big one. Doing rock posters opened 
up a whole new path I never thought I'd 
take as well. As for the rest it's been 
a nice snowball effect, it just keeps 
growing and growing! 

IT'S HARD TO FIND PEOPLE TO 
LOOK UP TO... DO YOU REMEMBER 
ANYONE IN PARTICULAR, MAYBE 
SOMEONE WHO PLAYED AN 
IMPORTANT PART IN YOUR 
DEVELOPMENT? 
Yes, Kozik was really so helpful and 
inspirational when I was just starting 
out. Also Gary Baseman, Tim Biskup, 
and The Pizz were always really helpful 
to talk to when I was in LA just 
starting out. 

WHAT ART DO YOU ADMIRE THE 
MOST? 

Figurative paintings of all kinds through 
all time! 



WHICH ARTISTS DO YOU FREQUENT 
AND WHO DO YOU DISCUSS YOUR 
WORK WITH? 

There's a great community of artists 
here in NYC that includes Esao 
Andrews, Anthony Pontius, Eric White, 
Lori Earley, Eric Foss, Aya Kakeda, 
Tristan Eaton, Travis Louie, Molly 
Crabapple and Michael Motorcycle. And 
then all over the world! Buff Monster, 
Natalia Fabia, Jeff Soto, Brandi 
Milne, Lola, Fefe Talavera, Stephan 
Doitschinoff, London Police, Alex 
Pardee, and so many more amazing 
artists that I know and love. 

YOUR PAINTINGS BASICALLY SPEAK 
ABOUT LOVE WITH A CERTAIN 
AMOUNT OF FANTASY... 

I wouldn't necessarily call it fantasy 
as I have yet to paint any Dragons or 
Elves, though it is other-world and 
space themed sometimes! And it can 
get fantastical! It's just the world I have 
created in my head. 

HOW IMPORTANT WAS YOUR 
FAMILY, THE LOVES OF YOUR LIFE 
AND YOUR PERSONAL LIFE IN 
GENERAL WITH REGARDS TO THE 
SUBJECTS OF YOUR ART? 
What was happening in my personal 





life usually had a way of reflecting 
itself in my work. Tragic times call for 
a cathartic response. You could say I'm 
painting happier but darker themes at 
the moment. I'm really interested in non 
personal subject matter right now and 
delving into strange myths and legends 
I research. 

WOMEN ARE A RECURRING THEME. 
CAN YOU TELL US WHY? IS THERE AN 
AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL ASPECT HERE? 

Definitely, I am a woman so my 
thoughts are best represented with the 
female form. 
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AND TO WHAT EXTENT DO MEN 
FEATURE IN YOUR WORK? 

Not so often! Ha ha. I do have a few cute 
and whimsical male characters that I 
include in my paintings and posters. 
And in my last show I painted a couple 
of men in more conceptual themes. But 
then those paintings didn't sell, so I have 
to pay attention to that. People like 
the ladies! Unless they are cute funny 
boy characters that don't look like 
a real man! 

A REALLY NICE ELEMENT AND PART 
OF THE STYLE OF YOUR WORK 



IS THE BALLOON THAT KEEPS 
APPEARING...I FIND IT ADORABLE. 
IT APPEARS ON THE HEADS OF 
PEOPLE WOUNDED BY LOVE! WHAT 
DOES THAT MEAN? WHY DO YOU 
USE IT? IS IT A KIND OF URBAN 
UNBEARABLE LIGHTNESS OF BEING 
FROM KUNDERA S BOOK? 
The Mr. Wiggle characters are 
defenders! They are the most delicate 
creatures with hearts of gold. Even 
though they can be popped and deflated 
in 2 seconds flat, they will stand by your 
side and protect you. They also have 
extremely emotive eyes that speak to 
you without words. They are like Little 
puppy dogs. 

I'D LIKE TO TALK ABOUT YOUR 
DRAWINGS. MANY OF THEM HAVE 
BEEN COMMISSIONED, LIKE THE 
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ONES YOU'VE DONE FOR NIKE. THE 
SUBJECTS ARE SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT 
TO YOUR PAINTINGS. THEY'RE STILL 
IRONIC BUT THERE'S SOMETHING 
STRONGER ABOUT THEM, THEY'RE 
MORE AGGRESSIVE AND LESS 
MORBID THAN YOUR PAINTINGS. 
SUPER HEROES, WOMEN, MASKS, 
ATHLETES.. .IS THE WORLD THAT 
FEATURES IN DRAWINGS REALLY 
STRONGER AND MORE DYNAMIC 
THAN THE PAINTED ONE? WHAT 
SETS THEM APART? 
Well usually clients don't want the 
darker thematic images for their 
ads, you know?! Those drawings you 
mentioned are heavily art-directed, 
so what you're seeing is not my touch, 
but the touch of someone telling me 
what to draw. 




YOU USE VARIOUS TECHNIQUES 
AND OFTEN WORK ON DIFFERENT 
MATERIALS. HOW DO YOU BEST 
IDENTIFY YOUR WORK? 

I love switching around from different 
techniques. What I love best is oil 
painting, and drawing. 

WHAT IS THE BACKGROUND ON 
THE MASKS THAT YOU DRAW? 

I think it's funny to re-appropriate 
corpse paint. Black Metal has 
masculinized something feminine, 
and I have feminized the masculinized 
feminine product. It's a nice cycle. 

WHO DO YOU COMMUNICATE 
WITH THE MOST, I MEAN WHO IS 
YOUR ARTWORK TARGETED AT? 

Anyone who takes the time to look at it. 



DO YOU THINK YOUR 
PAINTINGS HAVE A 
CATHARTIC EFFECT? 

I hope some of them do. 
That has definitely been the 
intention with me sometimes. 
I need to create it to get 
through something. Hopefully 
it can do the same for others. 

YOUR WORK MAKES 
ME THINK OF LOVE 
AND HATE WHICH ARE 
TWO CLOSELY-RELATED 
EMOTIONS, AND I BELIEVE 
THE FASCINATION AND 
RICHNESS OF YOUR WORK 
STEMS FROM THESE. WHAT 
DO YOU THINK IS THE 
SECRET TO YOUR WORK? 
You have to love in order to 
hate someone, and hate in 



order to love. The two co-exist and are 
dependent on one another. 

WHO COLLECTS YOUR WORK? 

A lovely variety of people! It amazes 
me that I can have fans of all ages and 
genders. 

WHAT MUSIC DO YOU LISTEN TO 
WHEN YOU'RE WORKING? 
Rock, Indie, metal, old jazz, soul, 
gangster rap. 

WHO DID YOUR TATTOOS AND 
DO YOU HAVE PLANS TO ADD ANY 
MORE? 

I have work by Mark Heggie, Henry 
Lewis, Jason Schroeder, Clay Decker, 
Clay Welch, JK5 and most recently my 
back done by Chris O'Donnell. I'm on 
a break from getting tattooed now! 
I think I have a nice balance on my body 
right now and I'm good for a while if 
not forever. I feel like it hurts more as 
I get older too. 

WHAT ARE YOU WORKING ON AT 
THE MOMENT? WHAT DO YOU 
HAVE COMING UP IN THE FUTURE? 

I have a show at Merry Karnowsky 
in LA with Liz McGrath and Aiko in 
February that I am painting right now. 
My third art book called Bunny In The 
Moon is coming out with Dark Horse in 
March. I'm in quite a few group shows 
in the spring and I have a solo show 
in Rome in October at Dorothy 
Circus Gallery. 



We would like to thank Dorothy Circus Gallery, 
Rome for this interview, 
www. dorothycircusgall ery. com 




www.thunder.cheyenne-tattoo.com 
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Lining, shading, coloring on highest level \V 
with only one machine! 

+ (mm radical stroke 
+ optimal use of performance reserves 
+ highest velocity and acceleration values 
+ 33 multiplex needle cartridges 

Welcome HAWK thunder. 

The first Rotary that can do anything. 



Cheyenne 

PROFESSIONAL TATTOO EQUIPMENT 








Tobacco Dock - E1W 2SF London 

WWW.THELONDONTATTOOCONVENTION.COM 




THIS EVENT IS DEFINITELY A REFERENCE POINT FOR THE EUROPEAN 
TATTOO SCENE. THE ORGANISATIONAL MACHINE SURROUNDING THE 
EVENT HAS GROWN AND BEEN PERFECTED SO WELL OVER THE YEARS 
THAT THE RESULTS ARE REALLY STRIKING. THE INTERNATIONAL TATTOO 
EXPO, BARCELONA WHICH RUNS BETWEEN THE END OF SEPTEMBER 
AND THE BEGINNING OF OCTOBER WAS A SUCCESS FOR A NUMBER OF 
REASONS: THE HUGE TURN-OUT, THE TATTOO ARTISTS PRESENT, THE 
EXCELLENT EVENTS TAKING PLACE, THE PERFECT LOCATION. 
IN SHORT A FANTASTIC EVENT, ENHANCED BY THE BEAUTY OF 
THE CITY AND THE UNMISTAKABLE SPIRIT OF ITS PEOPLE. 
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n arrival at Farga 
de L'Hospitalet 
- situated on 
the outskirts of 
Barcelona but 
easily accessible 
from anywhere in the city - you soon 
realise that the buzz surrounding 
this event has spread far and wide 
on account of the people lining up 
behind closed doors early on Friday 
morning. On entering the convention, 
any doubts about its success are soon 
swept away. The space is enormous, 
high-ceilinged, airy and well-lit - a 
great location which in the past has 
hosted trade fairs, congresses and 
conventions. The stands are laid out 
in such a way that they form various 
routes from the stage to the bar area, 




to the exhibitions and the merchandise 
stands, passing in front of more than a 
hundred booths of international tattoo 
artists. The so-called "street zone", 
an area situated at the back of the hall 
where skate tracks had been set up, 
was a big hit again this year. This area 
was very busy throughout the duration 
of the convention proving that this event 
has succeeded in uniting the world of 
tattooing with a lifestyle and culture 
that has something for everyone. 
The real protagonists, however, are the 
people who Live for tattooing and who 
have left their mark on the skin of the 
Spanish people. 

The guests arrived in great numbers 
from Spain and all over the world: 
the USA, Brazil, Japan, England and 
Ireland, Tahiti, Austria, Greece and 



Mexico. Amongst the most important 
international names we must mention 
the legendary Boog, who probably 
had the most visited stand, crowded 
with people hoping to get one of his 
Chicanos tattooed onto their skin or to 
simply admire him at work. The same 
goes for another big international 
name, Dr Lakra, a world famous artist 
who brought to Barcelona from Oaxaca 
(Mexico] a style that skillfully blends 
traditional Mexican with contemporary 
icons. For lovers of oriental there 
were Daruma Goya's fabulous tattoos 
and for those who preferred realistic, 
amongst the many talents around we 
have to recommend Jack Matisse, 
from Apocalypse Tattoo in Seattle 
and Dirty Roses, an amazing studio 
in Thessaloniki. Amongst the many 



Spaniards present we cannot forget to 
mention Javier Rodriguez from LTW 
studio in Barcelona, the beautiful and 
talented Laura Juan, Blood for Blood, 
the Mao & Cathy studio, Tattoo Moon, 
Human Fly from Madrid, Carta from 
Malaga, Pro-Arts and Jondix who had 
been booked up well in advance by the 
many lovers of his extremely refined 
works of art. The most popular styles 
are still realistic and dark; perhaps 
they are linked to the cultural legacy 
left by the great Spanish artists such 
as Goya and Gaudi' and their bizarre 
architecture which changed the shape 
of Barcelona. 

The funny, weird and colourful tattoos 
which characterised this event were 
reminiscent of their great works of 
art. Perhaps we couLd even call them 
"Spanish-style" tattoos, on account of 
their particular humour and original 
combination of subjects. 
The women were a great success as 
always, featuring the intense femininity 
which inspires the world of burlesque 
and pin-up: we admired them as they 
came up against contests and shows 
which were just stunning. Missy 
Macabre dominated the stage for the 
whole three days, accompanied and 
followed by the crazy Swingmaniacs, 
who entertained us with their 
captivating and irresistible dance steps, 
whilst in the street zone a break-dance 
contest was taking place. The human 
body was the focus of displays for the 
duration of the event: moving around 
on stage and immobile under the 
tattooists' needle where it received its 
crowning glory. Arms, legs and backs 
were enriched with the faces of famous 
people, Japanese demons, pin up 
women and much, much more. 
The best works were on the stage at the 
end of the convention where everyone 
gathered for the long-awaited tattoo 
contest. By all accounts, to win a prize 
at Barcelona is a real honour, but we 
can assure you that simply taking part 
in a convention such as this one is just 
as satisfying. Enjoy the pictures from 
our report and we're sure that next year 
you'll not want to miss this event. 
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IS IT BECAUSE SHE'S BEAUTIFUL AND AMBITIOUS, OR 
SIMPLY MORE HONEST THAN THE REST WITH HER 
EFFUSIVE DECLARATION OF HER LOVE FOR PLEASURES 
BOTH GREAT AND SMALL IN LIFE? THAT'S THE REASON 
WE REALLY LIKE SOPHIA VONNE: SHE'S GOT LOADS OF 
CHARACTER AS WELL AS LOTS OF BLACK AND GREY. 
THIS PUMA-WOMAN HAS ONE THING ON HER MIND 
RIGHT NOW: TO CAPTIVATE US AND SHARE WITH US 
HER SPARKLING WAY OF LIFE... 



HI SOPHIA, 
HOW DID YOU 
DISCOVER 
TATTOOS AND 
TATTOO-ART IN 
GENERAL? WAS 
IT A SORT OF TEENAGE DREAM OR 
DID YOU GET INTO IT LATER? 
I grew up watching my Mom and aunts 
express themselves through tattoo art. 
My family radiates strength and beauty, 
and was most influential to me, so it 
was inevitable I would follow in the 
same path. 



TELL ME EVERYTHING ABOUT YOU: 
WHO ARE YOU? WHAT ARE YOUR 



MAIN ACTIVITIES? WHAT ARE YOUR 
PROJECTS, YOUR DREAMS, ETC? 

I'm a woman who enjoys the beauty of 
making life happen! I live for days on 
the beach, live music, Yoga, bike rides 
with my dog Chubbs, laughing, foreign 
films, fashion, and good beer! I plan to 
experience the world and look forward 
to gracing the cover of many magazines 
along the way. 



DID YOU FALL IN LOVE WITH BLACK 
AND GREY TATTOOS BY YOURSELF 
OR WERE YOU ADVISED BY SOME 
TATTOO-ARTISTS ALONG THE 
WAY? 
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I've been attracted to black and grey 
art for as Long as I can remember. It's 
powerful, raw, and simply beautiful. 



TELL ME ABOUT THE BLACK 
COUGAR ON YOUR LEFT ARM: IS IT 
A SYMBOL OF THE WAY YOU LIVE 
YOUR LIFE? 

These animals and I are the same. I'LL 
take on any opportunity that comes 
my way! This cat is sexy, strong, and 
ferocious. 



ON YOUR CHEST YOU HAVE THREE 
ROSES AND A SKULL: IS THIS JUST 
A STYLISH TATTOO OR IS THERE A 
SPECIAL MEANING BEHIND IT? 

The roses embody beauty and the skull 
entices darkness, the true essence of a 
woman. It made for a killer piece, one 
close to my heart. 



WHO ARE THE TWO PORTRAITS 
THAT YOU HAVE ON YOUR ARMS? 
I REFER TO THE SQUAW-INDIAN 
ONE AND THE MYSTERIOUS 
BLONDE GIRL WITH THE HAT... 
In collaboration with the talented Keith 
Duggan (info: www.keithduggantattoo. 
com), we pulled inspiration from old 
school gangster art. He created and 
captured the style I Love, my girls 
encompass it all. 



I GUESS YOU'RE INKED ONLY ON 
YOUR CHEST AND ALONG THE 
ARMS: DO YOU HAVE PLANS FOR 
ANY OTHER TATTOOS ON OTHER 
PARTS OF THE BODY? 
I'm definitely working towards my next 
big piece. It'll be black and grey placed 
down the left side of my ribs. 



SOPHIA IS A GREEK NAME, 
THE ANCIENT LAND OF 
PHILOSOPHY: DO YOU HAVE 
A PARTICULAR PHILOSOPHY 
ABOUT YOUR LIFE? 
I live my life everyday with 
happiness and gratitude. I try 
to grow as a person from every 
experience, and I always remember 



CONTACT: 
WWW.MODELMAYHEM.COM/1243470 



S0PHIASALVIEJ0faGMAIL.COM 
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THIS INTERVIEW WAS HELD AND WRITTEN BY ALEX REINKE 
HORIKITSUNE IN SEPTEMBER 2011 ON ONE OF HIS FREQUENT 
JAPANESE VISITS TO HIS MASTER. HE IS HORIYOSHI IIFS SENIOR 
APPRENTICE, HIS LONG-TIME TRUSTED FRIEND AND THE CO- 
FOUNDER OF HORIYOSHI HI'S KOFUU SENJU BOOK PUBLISHING 
COMPANY NEXT TO HORIYOSHI HPS SON, SOURYOU KAZUYOSHI, 
ALEX REINKE HORIKITSUNE IS THE ONLY TRUE HEIR OF HORIYOSHI 
HI'S LEGACY AND RESIDES AND PRACTICES THE ART OF IREZUMI 
WITH HIS HORIKITSUNE FAMILY IN LONDON U.K. 




OW ARE YOU 
TODAY? 

I feel great again, 
Like a new spring 
(laughs). I have 
found new strength. 
I don't work as much but I am starting 
new projects again so everybody is 
welcome. 

I CAN SEE CHANGE IN YOUR WORK, 
CAN YOU COMMENT ON THAT? 

I work only with a machine now because 
by hand it's too physical and straining for 
me. Since I have been doing it this way 
I have found a much better way of 
working with the machine as well. 
My style has changed due to the fact 
that I spend most of my week drawing 
and painting, which led to an increase in 
understanding about my art. Everything 
seems to be so easy now. There's not 
much thinking involved anymore, it's 



more intuitive just letting it happen. 

WHAT DOES YOUR DAY LOOK LIKE? 

I work everyday from 9 am and on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays from 
4pm I'm at the dialysis for 5 hours each 
time, which gives me Lots of drawing time 
or I write articles or read inspiring books. 
I have been going to dialysis for 3 years 
now and it changed my life completely. 
Of course I feel much better and it saved 
my life. I love my new life, which is much 
more relaxed and calm even though 
I work every day. My entire life is still 
about the art and Irezumi. 

WHICH DO YOU LIKE BEST, PAINTING 
OR TATTOOING? 

Right now I Like both just the same. But 
can imagine a life doing mostly drawing 

THERE IS QUITE A CHANGE AND 
DEVELOPMENT IN YOUR WORK 





id 



1 \\ II I 




AGAIN. . . CAN YOU SEE THAT YOURSELF AND 
HOW DOES IT FEEL? 

It was a slow constant development that emerged 
out of the time I won to draw due to dialysis. 
All of a sudden everything seems so easy. 
Japanese people always liked to take the strong 
points out of other cultures and make them their 
own by adding them to their Japanese traditional 
lifestyle. This made us advance so quickly. I love the 
tradition of irezumi but I'm not afraid to add other 
elements from elsewhere that inspire me to create 
something new. I don't want to become too realistic 
but I like the effect of depths I create by adding 
shadows. So I hope to create something new based 
on the tradition I grew up in. I don't expect anyone 
to follow my development and add my style to their 
own but I hope people like it. If you as my student 
want to stay old school and do your own style based 
on my older work you're free to do so (laughs). 
My overall feeling about all this is great, it was like 
a new enlightenment into a new world of art and 
technique in my old age. 
How fantastic; life is mysterious. 






THANK YOU OYAJI SAN. 
I LIKE YOUR NEW STYLE 
BUT I'M NOT SURE IF I CAN 
PULL IT OFF! HOW DID YOU 
GET INTO SILK SCROLL 
PAINTING? 

A long time ago, I got inspired 
by my Long-time best friend 
the amazing artist Ozuma 
Kaname-sensei. He had 
many successful exhibitions 
in Tokyo and even one in L.A. 
He mainly painted ladies with 
Irezumi tattoos on them. The 
tattoo designs he usually took 
from my tattoo work. Well I 



WHAT IS YOUR SILK 
DRAWING TECHNIQUE? 
AND HOW LONG DOES A 
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SCROLL TAKE YOU TO DO? 

I learned the technique by myself 
just like tattooing. I tried to read 
books on the subject but I didn't quite 
understand. I just kept going and 
going and one day I got it, at least in 
a way. A teacher is important but the 
students' spirit is most important. If 
you have enough spirit you can even do 
it yourself. The understanding of the 
right kind of Sumi ink and the brushes 
is crucial. It's a very deep world of its 
own once again. 

Depending on size and subject it can 
take up to 30 hours for a piece 1 .20m 
by 40cm in size. 



SOMETIMES YOU DREW WITH YOUR 
OWN BLOOD. 

Yes I took it home from dialysis and keep 
a small part in the freezer now for future 
projects. Once this stock is gone there 
will be no more of this kind of painting. 

TELL US ABOUT YOUR SON AND 
HEIR, SOURYOU. I KNOW MANY 
PEOPLE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW 
ABOUT THE FUTURE OF THE 
HORIYOSHI III FAMILY. 
My son has been apprenticing with me 
now for about 2 years. The Japanese 
apprenticeship is very different from the 
western concept. It takes much, much 
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longer. Souryou, which means 
heir, will be Horiyoshi IV whenever 
he is ready which can take 
anything from 1 0-20 years. It's not 
up to him and even if I'm gone, 
he'll have to wait until he is really 
ready. The name is a heavy, deep 
and an important heritage, which 
he might not even want to take on. 
We'll see in the future. 
Nowadays I see many people 
out there that are all concerned 
about names these days and fame 
and TV shows etc. And it all has 
to happen now. No one wants to 
'become' someone anymore, they 
all want to 'be' someone right now, 
ready or not, having practiced or 
not, experienced or not. It's a bit 
worrying. They're mostly getting 
lost in this pretentious world and 
they demand respect after two 
minutes in the business, like they 
are heroes or something. But 
we're just craftsmen in humble 
service to our customers and 
committed to tradition. I don't 
understand this complicated, aloof 
business. I'm like you, a one man 
show. You want to get in touch 
just send a fax or call and it's 
going be me picking up the phone 
not a fancy receptionist in some 
huge tattoo shop. People think it's 
super hard to get in touch with 
me but from what I have heard it's 
"shockingly" easy (laughs)... I'm 
a pretty simple man. Oh, and one 
more thing I want to stress here 
is that I will not take any more 
apprentices - ever. Unbelievably 
after all these years and for the 
last years to come, my wife, my 
son and you are the last Irezumi 
family members remaining. 
A charming little family.. .no? 
(Laughs! 

WHAT ARE YOUR HOPES FOR 
THE FUTURE? 

My number one hope is to die in 
the old Ise-cho studio. It would 
be nice if it could happen while 
painting by myself, so I don't cause 
inconvenience to my customers. 
(Laughs] 

And since retirement is not an 
option, I want to be able to draw 
and work everyday until the end, 
just like Hokusai-sensei who died 




at 93 years of age but got better 
and better. Art and development 
never die, they run forever! 
Then of course I hope that our 
planned exhibition in London's 
Somerset house in mid March 
2012 will be a success! 
It will be my first exhibition of 
this scale, with about 15 brand 
new silk scroll paintings I did this 
year. All this, in combination with 
your and Matti 'Senju' Sedholm's 
photography from the Kokoro 
project. I'm extremely grateful 
to Miss Claudia Dei Rossi and 
yourself for your organization 
in this matter! 

And of course a big thank you to 
Miki Vialetto and his staff for all 
his incredible support over all 
these years! 



and deep. I don't think anybody 
understands this or the scale of 
it entirely. I hope one day people 
will realize this completely and 
understand, with the tattoo world 
as an example, that we're all 
connected as one. 

Note: 

The day this was written we learned 
that Mr.Ozuma passed away. Our 
condolences go to his family. 



Last but not least I'd like to say 
this; the tattoo world is the only 
culture that goes through all 
classes and countries worldwide. 
It fuses everybody together in 
numerous ways. It's unique 
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If you would like to visit the Horiyoshi III Tattoo Museum in 
Yokohama, or get tattooed by Horiyoshi 111 please contact him with 
help of the fax number below or email. And if you would like to read 
more of Horikitsunes writings for example on apprenticeship in Japan 
and the spirit of traditional Japanese tattooing or Zen, you might like 
to get one of his publications: The "Kokoro" book published 2010 by 
"Kofuu-Senju Publications", limited to 550 copies. 



Horiyoshi III Nakano Yoshihito 

3-123-Ise-cho 

Nishi-ku/Kanagawa 

Yokohama City / Japan 

Tel. /Fax: +81452313187 

Email: sanyoshi.naka2@gmail.com 

www.ne.jp/asahi/tattoo/horiyoshi3 

www.kspublishers.com 




INTERNET 

BY STEFANI A PER05IN 




WWW.INKBSSBNTIAL.COM 

TIBETAN CALLIGRAPHY FOR TATTOO DESIGN 

Tashi Mannox's new website is on Line and features Tibetan calligraphy tattoos. The 
first www.inkessential.com was born in 2006 and it paved the way for tattoo design 
addressing the Tibetan Language and iconography. The new face of InkessentiaL is the 
result of 1 years of experience for Tashi both as an expert on the subject as well as 
an internationally renowned artist. The new site is much more comprehensive and 
contains information on the mystery of the Tibetan scriptures and their meanings, with 
jrrm wonderful examples and suggestions as to how they can become 

tattoo designs. Tashi also painstakingly explains the sacred meaning 
and the correct use of the different mantras, a subject which has 
I become extremely popular. Ordering a bespoke tattoo design is now a 

much easier four-step process, given the complexity of combinations 
of the different scripts and words. You can also buy classic words 
and mantras, authentically created by Tashi in different writing 
styles, as well as magnificent limited edition artprints which are 
real masterpieces. 



http://THIBULATI0NTATTDD.COM 
NEW YORK CITY, THE CAPITAL OF HORROR 

Tim Kern, Dan Marshall and Liorcifer are keen to let us know that contrary to the 
rumors circulating, they have not Left town; they can still be found at Tribulation 
Tattoo in New York. Their studio and their names are a guarantee for all fans of 
horror, black and realistic style not forgetting their strictly dark style. 627 E. 6 th 
Street, in Manhattan's East Village is the place to go for lovers of these styles but 
all three of them can be found at the most important conventions all around the 
world. For up-to-date information as to their whereabouts or to learn more about 
them just visit their website where you can check out each guy's work, news and 
calendar of events. The site and its graphics - big, blood-red, gothic writing on a 
pitch black background - leave us in no doubt that this trio is as active and 
on the ball as ever. 
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WWW.LBTATDUAGBDBLAURAJUAN.COH 
THE CHARM OF REALISTIC MADE IN SPAIN 

The home page of this website is breathtaking: the protagonist is the lady 
herself, the beautiful and gifted Laura Juan who invites visitors to discover 
a world of talent and glamour. Flicking through her gallery you feel you are 
peeking behind heavy, red velvet curtains which open up to a stage displaying 
a selection of her beautiful realistic portraits which are mounted in elaborate, 
gold frames. You can get to know the artist better by reading her biography 
and press release; click after click you will be fascinated by the atmosphere 
that the website conveys... And if you're tempted to treat yourself to one of 
Laura's tattoos you can contact her via letatouagefBlaurajuan.com, 
or by calling her studio in Madrid. 
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WWW.AMSTBBDAMTATTOOMUSBUM.CON 
GRAND OPENING OF THE TATTOO MUSEUM 

Hanky Panky Tattooing is one of the oldest and most famous studios in 
the world and can be found in the Red Light District of Amsterdam. The 
Amsterdam Tattoo Museum, which had its official opening on 5 th November, 
was set up by its founders. The museum website has been really well 
planned and constructed. Punchy, colourful graphics accompany Internet 
users as they discover the secrets of this new establishment from its 
organization, history, tattoo artists and special guests to sponsors, partners 
land backers. There is a section dedicated to exhibitions. Coming soon to the 
site, however, is the chance to buy t-shirts, bags and books on-line. 



GET YOUR WEBSITE NOTICED! 

Do you want to introduce our readers to the wonders of your website? Then contact us at redazioneOtattoolife.com. 

We'll check out your site and we might feature it in an upcoming issue of Tattoo Life! 
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PROFESSIONAL TATTOO MACHINES 

ORIGINAL MADE IN ITALY 
SINCE 199f 
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WWW.SUNSKINTATTOO.COM 

VIA ACQUE ALTE SNC, BORCO PODGORA 04010 LATINA - ITALY 
TEL: +39 0773 636092 / FAX: +39 0773 639170 
INFO & ORDER: INFO@SUNSKINTATTOO.COM 
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INFO 
Dentouwaza 
Hardcover threadbound 
144 pages, b&w and full color 
150 + photographs 
Kofuu Senju Publications 
www. kofu use ii ju publications. 
blogspot.com 
www.kspublishers.com 



AS WAS THE CASE IN THE TWO PREVIOUS PUBLICATIONS, KOKORO 
AND RYUYSHIN, THE AIM OF THE PUBLISHING HOUSE KOFUU SENJU 
PUBLICATIONS WAS TO CREATE A QUALITY BOOK ON THE SUBJECT OF 
TRADITIONAL JAPANESE TATTOOING. THE RESULT IS A FABULOUS EDITION 
FOR COLLECTORS AND THE MERELY CURIOUS ALIKE, WHICH PRESENTS 
THE WORK OF THE MASTER OF IREZUMI, NAKAMURA TOSHIKAZU. 




The master 
Toshikazu 
Nakamura 
works from 
one of the main 
islands in the 
south of Japan, Akyushu. His 
work, simple but powerful, is 
carried out entirely by hand using 
traditional Japanese techniques. 
Lines, shading and colours are 
made using the Dentouwaza 
method. And Nakamura is 
surprisingly productive: the full 
body and back pieces which 
feature in the book are only a 
small part of his work. Besides 
being a great artist, the master is 
also a friendly and open person. 
Matti Sedholm and Alex Reinke 
from Kofuu Senju Publications 
have spent a lot of time with 
him, chatting about his work and 




his views on irezumi. The hours 
spent in his company led to the 
creation of this book, the third in 
the series, which digs deeper into 
the world of the traditions, myths 
and the wonderful iconography 
of irezumi. 

The book's authors met up with 
Nakamura towards the end of the 
summer of 2009, on the advice of 
the master Horiyoshi III. At the 
time they were taking pictures 
for Kokoro. In their blog they 
say that after their first meeting 
they were hopelessly fascinated 
by the work that they had the 
chance to admire: a work so vast 
and beautiful that the decision 
to dedicate an entire book to the 
subject was taken immediately. 



Dentouwaza was released at the 
XVII Milan Tattoo Convention 
last February. 

Kofuu Senju Publications was 
founded in 2009 by Alex Reinke 
(Horikitsune Kofuu] and Matti 
Sedholm (Horimatsu Senju) 
and was created to present 
to the public the wonderful 
publications on the subject 
of irezumi, traditional Japanese 
culture and Zen. It was founded 
in honour of the master 
Horiyoshi III from Yokohama, 
who besides being a great 
ambassador for traditional 
Japanese tattooing is also 
the most important source of 
inspiration for this publishing 
house. 
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17/18/19 February 2012 

New Ink Life Tour 2012 to be 
held in Texas IUSA). 
www. inktifetour. com/ 
infofdinktifetour.com 



Ninth meeting with 



international tattooing 
(Ireland) taking place c 
Hotel Ballsbridge. 
www.dubtintattooconvei 



J tic* <U l 

24/25/26 February 2012 

In Arizona an appointment with 

the Wild Wild West Tattoo Expo, 

in Tucson [USA). 

h ttp ://dennis dwyer. com/ 

tattooexpo.htm 

dennisfddennisdwyer. com 

JVeui ^eolond 
25/26 February 2012 

Appointment with tattooing at 
the New Zealand International 
Tattoo Expo. 
www. tattooart.co.nz/ 
toveink. nz(3g mail. com 

{Budapest 

25/26 February 2012 

Second edition of the Budapest 
Tattoo Convention, 
www.budapestta ttooconvention. com/ 

9/10/11 March 2012 

Appointment with the 4th 
edition of the Sydney Tattoo & 
Body Art Expo which will be 
held at Sydney Showground. 
www. tattooexpo. com/au 

SUttexdom 
10/11 March 2012 

Appointment in Holland with the 
Rotterdam convention. 
www.unitedconventions.com 
infofdunitedconventions.com 
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23/24/25 March 2012 
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30/31 March, 1st April 2012 

20th year for the historical 
Frankfurt Tattoo Convention 
(Germany). 

www. con ven tion- frank furt. de 

30 March, 1st April 2012 

New appointment with Finnish 
tattooing which will take place 
at Kaapelitehdas in Helsinki. 
www.hels~mki-ink.fi 

3\cun£twt$ 
7/8/9 April 2012 

The Hamburg biennial 
(Germany). 

www.endtesspain.com 

Vietum 

7/8 April 2012 

Meeting in Austria with the 
Wildstyle & Tattoo Messe, 
www.wildstyle.at 

14/15 April 2012 

Second appointment with the 
Tattoo Extravagance which 
takes place in Portsmouth 
Pyramids Centre (UK). 
www. tattooextravaganza.co.uk 

14/15 April 

Seventeenth international 
tattooing convention in Belfort 
(France}. 

www.belfort-tattoo~convention.com 



Vattauwm 
15/16/17 April 2012 

The return of the West Coast 
Tattoo Show takes place in 
Vancouver (Canada) at the 
Boulevard Casino Coquitlam. 
www.westcoasttattooshow.com 

4/5/6 May 2012 

New appointment with the 
Liverpool (UK) convention. 
www.tattooconvention.co.uk 

4/5/6 May 2012 

Thirteenth edition of the Rome 
International Tattoo Expo. 
www.tattooexporoma.com 

(Man 

11/12/13 May 2012 

6th appointment with the 
Athens Tattoo Convention 
(Greece). 

www.athenstattooconvention.gr 

JVeut ym& 
18/19/20 May 2012 

Fifteenth edition of the long- 
awaited New York tattoo 
convention. 

www.nyctattooconvention.com 

19/20 May 2012 

Thirteenth edition of the 
International Needle Art Tattoo 
Convention in Breda iHolland). 
www.needte-art.nl 
www.tattoo-beurs.com 

QetiA 

23/24 June 2012 

Appointment with the first 
Belgium's First International 
Summer Tattoo Convention to 
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be held in Genk (Belgium). 
www.summehnkfestbe 

3/4/5 August 2012 

5th Starfire Tattoo Weekend 
which takes place in Poysdorf 
(Austria). 

http ://sta rfire tattoo.com 
starfire-tattoofdhotmaiide 

28/29/30 September 2012 
New edition of the International 
London Tattoo Convention. 
The One and Only! As usual 
it takes place at Tobacco Dock, 
East London. 

www.thetondontattooconvention.com 

5/6/7 October 2012 

New appointment with Spanish 
tattooing at the International 
Barcelona Tattoo Expo (Spain). 
www. barcetonatattooconvention. com 

St Qoiteti 
6/7 October 2012 

Twelfth edition of the Swiss 
convention which will be held at 
Furstenlandsaal Gossau. 
www.tattoo-convention-sg.ch 

3}%uax££&> 
12/13/14 October 2012 

New appointment with the 
International Brussels Tattoo 
Convention. 

www.brussetstattooconvention.be 
infofdbrusselstattooconvention.be 

Email 

19/20/21 October 2012 

The return of the Evian Tattoo 
Show (France). 
www. evian ta ttoo. com 
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EUROPE'S LEADING 
TATTOO SUPPLIER 

WITH OVER 2000 QUALITY PRODUCTS. PROUD STOCKISTS OF: 

Fk Irons, Bishop Rotary, Stigma Rotary, Cheyenne Hawk, Dragonfly, Joe Capobianco, Jime Litewalk, 
Emillion, Kaco, Marvin Lerning, Paulo Fernando, Brian Patton, Critical, Killer Ink Precision Needles, 
Intenze, Eternal, Fusion Ink, Skin Candy Bloodline, Moms, Kuro Sumi, Makkuro Sumi, Plus More.., 




WWW.K1LLERINK.C0.UK 

SALES HOTLINE: 0151-708-0000, PHONE LINES ARE OPEN MON-FRI 09:00-17:00 




ON Stot6> 

LAS VEGAS 

September, 30th - October, 2nd 2011 
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Juan Gonzalez, Exclusive Ink., Salinas, USA 



IT'S THREE O'CLOCK ON SATURDAY NIGHT. THE KING INK IN LAS VEGAS IS 
FULL OF TV STARS, MUSICIANS AND TATTOO ARTISTS. THERE'S A PARTY GOING 
ON AND TO BE HERE IS A UNIQUE EXPERIENCE IN EVERY SENSE. EVERYONE'S 
CAUGHT UP IN A WHIRLWIND OF EMOTIONS AND A SPECTACULAR NIGHT IS 
GUARANTEED. PHOTOS, GOSSIP, VIPS, DANCING, TOASTS AND BREATHTAKING 
PERFORMANCES INCLUDING SATOMY'S AMAZING DISPLAY. THROUGHOUT 
THE SUPER SEXY BONDAGE SHOW PEOPLE WERE LITERALLY DROWNING IN 
RIVERS OF CHAMPAGNE. MEANWHILE OUTSIDE, A HUGE QUEUE OF PEOPLE 
WAS STILL TRYING TO ENTER. THOSE WHO WERE LUCKY ENOUGH TO BE 
ABLE TO PARTICIPATE TOOK ADVANTAGE OF THE SITUATION AND ENJOYED 
THE MOMENT UNTIL LATE INTO THE NIGHT...THEY HAD GOOD REASON: 
IT WAS AN OUTSTANDING EVENT WHICH CELEBRATED AN ELECTRIFYING 
CONVENTION IN THE BEST POSSIBLE WAY. 








Parties Like this measure 
the success of The 
Biggest Tattoo Show 
on Earth: after the 
triumph of the last 
edition which clocked 
up an attendance of thousands of 
people, the Las Vegas convention 
couldn't disappoint the public and the 
professionals. This year the greatest 
tattooists from all over the world 
met in the entertainment capital of 
the United States and it was a must 
to get to see them all at work and to 
try to discover their secrets as well 
as taking part in an unforgettable 
party. The convention was held at the 
glittering Mirage Resort and Casino, 
where Mario Barth, the organiser, 
has his second shop which is one 



of the coolest tattoo parlours in 
the city. The entrance is stunning 
and the huge space is packed with 
elegant restaurants and hundreds of 
slot machines. Here more than 1 50 
top tattoo artists gathered for the 
occasion. Throughout the three days 
more than 30 seminars were held by 
famous personalities such as Mike 
Demasi and Lukas Zpira. The whole 
floor was filled with innovatively 
designed booths; Mario Barth's Intenze 
was one of many which stood out: his 
space hosted legendary tattooists 
including Mark Mahoney, Bowery Stan 
Moscowitz and Gill Montie. Tattoo 
Soul's booth deserves a mention; 
it had a great screen which showed the 
works of artists such as Paul Acker 
and George Mavridis 
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(webinar.tattoosoul.de). The eagerly- 
awaited contest saw Fernie Andrade on 
the podium. He's a tattoo artist from 
south California with an exceptional 
talent for portraits. The glowing words 
of Bill Salmon best express the mood 
of the convention; he defined it as a 
show which was capable of attracting 
"extremely talented artists from all 
over the world". Amongst them was 
even the great Horitoshi. There's no 
doubt that this show is a unique 
event of its kind, crazy and opulent 
just like Las Vegas, the host city. 
We recommend to all lovers of tattoos 
and fun to book a ticket now in time 
for next year. 



TA-rrm THE GREAT BOOKS 



SPIDER MURPHY'S TATTOO FLASH 




A unique collection of pages of signed Spider Murphy's 

flash, designed by the finest tattoo artists who over the 

years have worked in the famous California studio. 

1 1 sheets - mostly unpublished - dedicated to the most 

authentic and original American tattoo, designed by 

Theo Mindell, Matt Howse, Stuart Cripwell, Paul Anthony 

Dobleman, Heather Bailey & Bryan Randolph. 

A tribute to those early tattoo flash used in the West 



that decorated the first tattoo shops with vessels, ships, 
Cadillacs, sport cars, women dressed in feathers 
and jewels and the circus world that in the 20's became 
the most curious and unique American fashion. Dreams 
for dreamers that captured the fantasy of customers 
to take them on journeys to faraway worlds, re-arranged 
at Spider Murphy's with amazing tattoo icons, finally 
published in this book. 



1000 ORIENTAL TATTOO DESIGNS 
VOLUME 2 



HORIHIDE 




LIMITED 
EDITION 

ONLY 1000 
NUMBERED COPIES 



TO ORDER: wififw.tattooliffe.com/lioolcs 



ON THE ART OF TATTOOING 



SKULLS BY FILIP LEU WALK IN TATTOOS 




Mediafriends - Tel. +39 02 8322431 Fax +39 02 89424686 mikivialetto@tattoolife.com 



[TATTOO ARTISTS 



WHAT SUMS UP THE 
CHARACTER OF 
SEVENTH SON? WELL 
NOTHING AND 
EVERYTHING. IN 
THIS SUPER STUDIO 
IN SAN FRANCISCO, 
ERIK RIETH AND 
LUKE STEWART 
WANTED TO PUT 
THE WORD OUT 
THAT THERE 
WERE NO LIMITS 
TO CREATIVITY. 
HERE, IN 
FACT, EVERY 
CHALLENGE 
PUT FORWARD 
BY CUSTOMERS 
IS METBYTHE 
TALENTED TATTOO 
ARTISTS THAT MAKE UP 
THE TEAM, RANGING FROM 
TRADITIONAL AMERICAN, 
POLYNESIAN, JAPANESE AND NEO 
ART NOUVEAU, NEO VICTORIAN, 
TIBETAN, BIOMECHANICS, 
NATURALIST, EXPRESSIONIST, 
PHOTOREALIST, FANTASY... 
WE MET ERIK AND LUKE WHO 
TOOK US ON A VIRTUAL TOUR OF 
SEVENTH SON AND PRESENTED 
THIS REALLY POWERFUL TEAM. 



ERIK RIETH, YOU'VE 
BEEN TATTOOING 
SINCE 1992 HAVING 
STARTED UP YOURSELF 
AND BEING TOTALLY 
SELF-TAUGHT. YOU 
WENT ON TO WORK AT EVERLASTING 
TATTOO IN SAN FRANCISCO, ART 
WORK REBELS AND KADILLAC, 
TO NAME JUST A FEW, UNTIL YOU 
OPENED SEVENTH SON. YOU'VE 
WORKED IN SOME OF THE BEST 
TATTOO SHOPS ON THE WEST COAST. 
HOW DID YOU MANAGE TO JUGGLE 
ALL THESE COLLABORATIONS? 
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Yeah unfortunately I was self-taught. I 
really stacked the odds against myself 
right from the start. I got pretty lucky 
getting hired by Bill Funk at Body Graphics 
in Philly after I had been tattooing out of 
my apartment for about 2 years or so and 
still knew pretty much nothing. Everything 
done with a 3 round and a 6 flat! But I was 
in art school, and I was young, and I think 
that was the kind of image and energy 
Bill wanted for his new shop, to provide a 
contrast with a lot of the old crusty shops 
in Philly. I worked part-time there for a 
year and started full-time the day after I 
graduated from school. It was a baptism 
of fire for me at Body Graphics because 
it was on the busiest quasi-hip shopping 
street downtown. We were really busy, 
especially in the summer- a dozen tattoos 
a day was pretty normal 12 hour shifts, 
5 days a week, taking walk-ins. I did that 
for a few years then felt the need to move 
on - I was really fortunate to land a spot 
at Everlasting here in SF in '98. That 
was pretty exciting for me, a milestone 
in my career, because it was a shop and 
a whole scene in SF that I had Looked 



up to since day one. My brother lived in 
SF, and when I visited him I would make 
the rounds to all the shops -Tattoo City, 
Primal Urge, 222, Lyle Tuttle, Picture 
Machine, Goldfields, Everlasting. It 
was the scene that I was looking at in 
Tattootime and the other one or two 
magazines around at the time, and it all 
seemed so unreachable. To finally live and 
work there, at Everlasting was really a 
dream. Mike had a solid crew there at the 
time - Laura Sadatti, iggy Evans, George 
Campise, Mike Giant, me - Adam Ciferri 
and I overlapped for a couple months 
before I left too. I really grew a lot. After 
I left Everlasting I was traveling quite a 
bit, and even though we'd been working 
in the same city for years, ironically I met 
Jason Kundell for the first time in Italy, I 
think at the Rome convention, or Milan... 
my memory isn't what it used to be. He 
offered me a home base at Art Work 
Rebels whenever I was back in SF and 
that was just perfect for me. 
IN 2006 YOU OPENED SEVENTH SON 
WITH JASON KUNDELL AND LUKE 
STEWART. HOW DID THIS TEAM GET 



TOGETHER AND WHAT HAPPENED 
AFTERWARDS? 

Erik: I spent about a year in 2002-2003 
living in Switzerland and working with 
Mick in Zurich; when it was time to 
move back to the States it was a choice 
between Philly and SF. I chose to move 
back to Philly, but it was mostly for 
practical reasons - it was cheaper and I 
had decided I wanted to set up my own 
private studio. I mistakenly thought I still 
had enough clientele there to be able to 
pull this off. In the meantime, to get re- 
established while I started looking for a 
space, Cosmo was kind enough to take me 
on and gave me a great home at Kadillac 
Tattoo. At this point I was also flying back 
out to SF to do guest spots at AWR pretty 
frequently - every few months or so, and 
every time I took the shuttle from the 
airport into the city I couldn't help feeling 
like I had chosen the wrong city. Things 
weren't panning out at all for me in Philly 
trying to find studio space either; it just 
wasn't feeling right. Kundell had spent 
a year living in Spain and when he got 
back to SF he was ready to open a new 
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studio, and he asked Luke & I if we were 
interested in being partners. So I kind 
of wrapped up my Life in Philly for a few 
months and I moved back to SF the end 
of 2005 and we built Seventh Son. 
Luke: Before the three of us first opened 
Seventh Son, I was good friends with 
Jason KundelL We all three have Bay 
Area roots and decided to come together 
to open the shop. In early 2010, Jason 
Kundell left SF to open his own shop 
in Portland, OR. Since then, Erik and 
I have moved locations and expanded 
our business. 

WHO IS WORKING AT SEVENTH SON 
AT THE MOMENT? 

Erik: The first person we took on was Orly 
Locquiao, he approached us right away 
about working with us; it was flattering. 
He still manages to do one day a week 
with us even though he co-owns Humble 
Beginnings in San Jose. Then Joey 
Armstrong, George Campise, Jeff Croci, 
Nick Chaboya, Gordon Combs, and Cecelia 



Altamirano. George left us this past year 
to open War Horse Tattoo in Berkeley, and 
we took on the mighty Greg Rojas Lango 
and Shawn Barber snuck in and out the 
shop as full time artists briefly too, before 
moving on to other shops. 
WHAT MAKES A TATTOO SHOP A 
REFERENCE POINT FOR LOVERS OF 
THIS ART, FIRST AND FOREMOST IN 
SAN FRANCISCO AND THEN IN THE 
REST OF THE WORLD? 
Luke: It's very important to be friendly and 
welcoming in a city full of tattoo shops as 
SF; it sets us apart. We also rely heavily 
on the quality of our artists and the great 
diversity of tattoos we all create. Our 
crew covers all bases whether you're 
interested in American traditional, 
Japanese, Polynesian, or portraiture, 
you'll be in good hands here. 
Erik: You forgot neo-art nouveau, neo- 
Victorian, Tibetan, Chinese, ghoulish shit, 
bio-mech, outer space shit, naturalism, 
expressionism, cubism, photo-realism, 



fantasy art, aaaand.... Yes, I think what 
sets us apart , like Luke said, is the sheer 
diversity - it sounds like a platitude, but 
we literally have every base covered here; 
I dare anyone to come to us with a tattoo 
idea that we can't kill... There aren't a 
hell of a lot of shops anywhere that can 
say they've got more than 1 20 years of 
tattooing experience combined... 
CAN YOU DESCRIBE THE LOCATION 
TO ME? IT'S AN AMAZING SPACE! 
Erik: When our lease was up a year ago 
at the old space we decided to move on. 
We got pretty lucky finding this shop - it's 
twice the square footage of the old one, 
and just around the corner from it, still 
in the SOMA neighborhood. But even 
though it's so close it's in a much nicer 
corner of the neighborhood. It's a quieter 
side street, with a decent amount of foot 
traffic from cafes & bars nearby. Inside, 
there's more than enough space 
for 10 stations, it's insane! 
Luke: This area is known for its oversized 
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warehouse/loft style spaces and we were 
Lucky enough to find one. We've got over 
2200 sq feet of space for both our work 
space and the oversized drawing room, 
complete with exposed brick walls, giant 
glass sliding doors, and high ceilings. It's 
modern and full of natural light. 
WHY DID YOU CHOOSE THIS NAME? 
Erik: The idea of the Seventh Son goes 
back a long way - 1 think it comes up in the 
bible but it pre-dates it. He's basically the 
Man p the voodoo child, the Chosen One 
with supernatural powers and abilities. 
When Luke and Jason and I were trying 
to settle on a name for the shop I was 
just getting into old original blues music, 
and you'll hear the term seventh son 
in some of those songs - Willie Dixon, 
Johnny Rivers, Mose Allison, Sly Stone, 
and the Stones all sang about him. I was 
also realizing how much similar imagery 
and energy there is between traditional 
American tattooing and this original 
American music style - black cats and 



bad luck, true love and broken hearts, 
Jesus and the devil, violence, sex, death, 
all the good stuff. There seem to be these 
similar dark, mysterious, and really 
primal undercurrents to both art forms; 
and of course they're both commercial art 
produced for the common man, often by 
self-taught artists. Very American! So it 
just seemed Like a cool idea, to represent 
yourself as the best, a bad-ass, in this 
particular kind of esoteric way. 
LET'S TALK ABOUT YOUR STYLE, 
STARTING WITH YOU, ERIK. IF I HAD 
TO SUM YOU UP I'D SAY YOU LIKE TO 
EXPLORE TRADITIONAL AMERICAN 
AND JAPANESE TATTOOING. THIS 
'CULTURE' HAS HAD LOTS OF 
ATTENTION AND YOU HAVE ADDED 
YOUR OWN INNOVATIONS. IT 
REMINDS ME OF THE ROCK OF AGES 
BACK PIECE - ONE OF THE CLASSICS 
OF TRADITIONAL STYLE - WHICH 
YOU CARRIED OUT ADDING YOUR 
OWN NEVER-BEFORE-SEEN TOUCHES. 



CAN YOU TALK ABOUT THIS? 

Erik: Yeah, Japanese and traditional 
American are my favorite styles to pursue, 
though I don't get to do the latter nearly 
as much as I'd like. One of the things 
that we've seen happen over the past 
decade or so with this massive influx of 
talented artists, along with the general 
public's interest in fully custom work, is 
a tendency towards specialization really 
early in an artist's career. The pros and 
cons to this are arguable, and I guess it's 
a moot point anyway, but it can be difficult 
to do traditional work if you don't dedicate 
yourself to being a "traditional guy." People 
have so much choice now, especially in a 
big city, so if they want an American eagle 
they'll probably go to the guy who has 5 of 
them on his website. 

It's a snowball effect in the arc of an artist's 
career that I hadn't paid as much attention 
to when I was starting out as kids do now. I 
think coming from a street shop background 
my choices in specialties had an organic 
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evolution that involved more of a whittling- 
down over time than a choice early on. I 
feel really lucky to have been able to do the 
rock of ages backpiece you're referring to, 
especially as big as it is. It seems to me like 
a once-in-a-career kind of piece. Honestly 
that piece is mostly just my homage to Ed 
Hardy. My original thought was to maybe 
go further back, go all Bert Grimm style, 
but I guess I just don't have that in me. That 
style is tough to pull off; it's a really fine line 
trying to draw in that semi-naive style and 
1 didn't want to just copy the design. At the 
same time it can be pretty dangerous trying 
to "improve" a classic image like that, so 
I thought channeling Hardy was a good 
middle-way to go. I hope he's not offended 
by that if he ever sees the piece! 
DO YOU LIKE TRADITIONAL STYLES 
TOO LUKE? WHAT SUBJECTS DO YOU 
LIKE THE BEST? 

Luke: Yes Luke does like traditional styles 
too! I really enjoy tattooing strong, bold 
subjects. A client will bring me their ideas 
and I will try to create a tattoo that will 
be impactful yet simple enough to hold 
up overtime. I try to create good contrast, 
especially in my black and grey work. 
I avoid overly complex work that can 
be confusing to the eye. Although a 
lot of my work is Asian-inspired I try to 
be as well-rounded a tattooer as I can 
and push myself as an artist. 



DO YOU EVER DO PROJECTS AS 
A TEAM? 

Erik: We all collaborated on a piece this 
past year that really came out great. It 
was for a death-themed group art show, 
and each artist was given a coffin-shaped 
board to work on. So with the number of 
boards we had between us we were able 
to arrange them in this honey-comb way 
that was very roughly head-shaped. On 
this we each painted a portion of a skull, 
using the same photograph as reference, 
combined to create one big death's head. 
It was cool because by using the same 
reference it all fitted together pretty 
seamlessly, but each one was painted 
in a completely different style. 
Luke: Also, following the earthquake and 
tsunamis in Japan, we held a benefit to 
raise money for the victims. The entire 
shop created a page of small Japanese 
flash designs and tattooed them for $100 
each. We were able to raise over $7000 
in one day thanks to our hard working 
staff! We have also hosted several art 
shows, Like the "Year of the Tiger" show. 
It included art work from prominent bay 
area artists as well as from around the 
world. We had great success with this 
event and the 201 2 "Year of the Dragon" 
edition last January was incredible! 
Erik: Oh yeah, and this year we finally 
got a shop set of flash together. In a 



fully-custom shop with 8 full-time artists 
that's actually harder than it sounds. 
The results are phenomenal and totally 
representational of the shop, you can 
check it out on our website. 
IN EUROPE YOU'RE ONLY TO BE 
FOUND IN LONDON. WHICH 
CONVENTIONS DO YOU ATTEND? ANY 
GUEST SPOTS WHILST TRAVELLING 
AROUND THE WORLD? 
Erik: In 2012 I think I'll personally mostly 
be repeating what I did this past year - 
just Boston, London, and Taki's Bay Area 
show, with the addition of the Ink-n-lron 
show in Long Beach. No real plans for 
guest spots, but I never rule it out. Since 
Seventh Son opened I've really taken a lot 
less time traveling professionally. 
Luke: As a shop we're definitely 
interested in traveling and attending 
conventions. Some of us attended the 
London convention 201 1 and will return 
this year for sure. Barcelona and Milan 
are also on the List of conventions we 
hope to attend. Being able to travel and 
work along the way is one of the coolest 
things about our job and I want to take 
full advantage of it. 

THE STUDIO BOASTS AN ENVIABLE 
CALENDAR OF GUESTS... 

Erik: Our guest artist list is short but 
sweet, we're pretty selective. Since Jason 
left he's been coming back every few 
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months; Trevor McStay comes by a couple 
times a year and whips us into shape; 
Shawn Barber and Kim Saigh will come up 
occasionally too. Troy Denning, Eneko, Eli 
Quinters, Alberto Fernandez from Spain, 
and Sung from Unbreakable in LA have 
all done a few tattoos here in the past as 
well. If we have the space, and your work is 
awesome, we'll try to fit you in! 



ANY OTHER PROJECTS? 

Erik: I guess the biggest project was the 
Years of the Tiger, as we told you before. 
I'm also currently working on a poster for 
the 2012 London convention, and than... 
WE'LL FIND OUT FOR OURSELVES 
SOON ENOUGH! IS THERE ANYTHING 
ELSE YOU'D LIKE TO ADD? 
Erik: I feel like I've been totally negligent in 
thanking people who have helped me over 
the years, so since you asked. ..thanks to Bill 
Funk, Jason Goldberg, Steve Tiberi, Dave 
Shoemaker, and Cosmo in Philly; thanks to 
George Campise, Mike Davis, Jason Kundell, 
and Grime in SF; to Paul Jeffries, Trevor 
McStay, Henning, Titine & Filip Leu for giving 
a shit about me when I was a young lad, to 
Mick for being friend and host to a stranger 
in a strange land; thanks to my heterosexual 
life partner Luke, my sexual life partner and 
wife Brooke, and anyone who has ever been 
tattooed by me or has done me the same. 
Major shout out to the Seventh Son crew, 
you guys rule it! Stay black! 
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BY LUISA GNECCH RUSCONE 



Ever since the firat tattoos 
originated, it has mainly been 

religion that had motivated man 

to tattoo himself). Opinion** differ 
greatly, however, with regard* 
to religious tattooing within the 

three great monotheistic religions 
in the Mediterranean. 
In fact the Christian, Jewish 
and Muslim authorities all 
tend to deny the existence of 
religious tattooing amongst its 

followers and can prove this with 
quotations from their sacred 

texts which prohibit the practice. 
For many scholars, however, 
it was the very fact that these 

prohibitions existed that proved 
that tattooing was already a 
very widespread practice and 
therefore required restriction. 



From 1925 to 1955, the 
anthropologists Henry 
Field from Harvard 
and W.D. Hambley 
studied the origins of 
tattooing and organised 
a series of expeditions to Iraq, Egypt, 
Syria, Iran, the Caucasus and the 
area around the Persian Gulf. Their 
research determined that tattooing 




Tattoos from Jerusalem 



evolved as part of the religious rites in 
the Proto Mediterranean culture and 
spread along the routes of prehistoric 
migration. They confirmed their 



theory by analysing the geographical 
distribution of tattoo designs amongst 
their contemporaries and by studying 
the accounts of travellers who had 
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gone before them in those areas. 
According to the two scholars, in South 
West Asia tattooing was practiced 
exclusively by women and the 
techniques and beliefs associated with 
it were a closely guarded secret. 

Jewish religious authorities have 
always denied the existence of 
tattooing in their religion and prove 
this with a passage from the Old 
Testament to be interpreted as a 
ban on tattoos or scarification. In 
Leviticus 1 9:28 we read: "Do not cut 
your bodies for the dead, nor print any 
marks upon you." There are, however, 
many other passages from the Bible 
which, according to other scholars, 
would indicate that some ancient 
Jews were using tattoos in religious 
practice: for example whilst gathering 
evidence of tattooing amongst the 
Semites, Scutt and Gotch report that 
the sun god Baal demanded that his 
followers mark their hands with a 
divine symbol that would give them 
strength. The same researchers 
also discovered what appears to be 
the oldest evidence of sacrilegious 
tattooing: a writing in which it is said 
that a certain Jehoaikim had defied 
the Almighty by tattooing his name 
on his penis and then insulted him 
by repeatedly committing incest 
with family members. According to 
the bible scholar William McClure 
Thomson, Moses either instituted a 
form of tattooing or he appropriated 
one that was already in existence and 
used it for his own religious purposes. 
Thomson speculates that Moses 
adapted the custom of tattooing magic 
symbols onto hands or between the 
eyes for his own religious purposes 
to commemorate the liberation of the 
Children of Israel from slavery. This 
scholar believes that the prohibition 
of tattooing in Leviticus only refers to 
pagan tattoos linked to superstition 
and idolatry and not to the tattoos 
which were approved by Moses. 
Thomson also quotes other passages 
from the Old Testament (Deuteronomy) 
where Moses reproaches those who: 
"...have a mark that is not that of the 
sons of God, "...Also in Revelations 
there are many allusions to religious 
symbols that could be related to 
tattoos. Thomson's theories, although 
fascinating, are not shared by all Bible 
scholars, however the question he raises 




Tattoo engravings from Loreto 

is a legitimate one: does it make sense 
to ban a practice that doesn't exist? 
With regards to the Christians the 
Bible scholar, Franz Joseph Dolger 
carried out extremely thorough 
research to prove the existence of 
tattoos in the earliest documents of 
Christianity: he quotes St Basil the 
Great from the 4th century AD, one 
of the most authoritative teachers of 
the Church as he warns the faithful: 
"No man shall let his hair grow long 



or tattoo himself as do the heathen, 
those apostles of Satan who make 
themselves despicable by indulging 
in Lewd and lascivious thoughts. 
Do not associate with those who mark 
themselves with thorns and needles 
so that their blood flows to the earth. 
Guard yourselves against all unchaste 
persons, so that it cannot be said of 
you that in your hearts you lie with 
harlots." This phrase has often been 
interpreted as an absolute ban on 
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Religious tattoos from Jerusalem 



tattooing, but DoLger maintains that 
since it is Linked to the prohibition 
of having impure thoughts, it can be 
assumed that the restriction applies 
to the Arab custom of tattooing the 
name of their lover on their hand. 
Paul's affirmation (Galatians 6:17): 
"I bear in my body the marks of the 
Lord Jesus" is considered by some 
to refer to tattooing. 
In a commentary to Isaiah by 
Procopius of Gaza in 528 AD, it is 
written that many Christians had a 
cross or the name of Jesus tattooed 
on their arm. 

In an edict of the council of 
Northumberland in 787 AD it is written 
explicitly that the Fathers of the 
Church made a distinction between 
sacrilegious tattoos and Christian 
tattoos. They wrote: "When someone 
submits to the ordeal of tattooing for 



the sake of the 
love of God, they 
must be praised. 
But whoever 
is tattooed for 
superstitious 
purposes, like 
the pagans, are 
not worthy". The 
pagan tattooing 
to which they 
are referring 
was at that time 
practiced in 
Brittany. DoLger 
found further 
proof that 
tattooing existed 
within many 
Christian sects: 
the subjects 
were mainly 
crosses, Lambs 
or the name of 
Christ and they 
were commonly 
tattooed as a sign 
of belonging and recognition. 
Another scholar, Ludwig Keimer 
believed that the Crusaders who were 
in Palestine had crosses tattooed onto 
their arms as proof of the pilgrimage 
and it is likely that this practice 
continued for the duration of the 
Middle Ages. 

Others maintain that the faithful 
travelling in the east and especially 
in the Holy Land had tattoos (Ezekiel 
9:4-6) "Christians that had a certain 
mark imprinted on their forehead 
were spared from slaughter". 
Amongst the Copts, above all in Egypt 
but also in Armenia and Eritrea, the 
tradition of tattooing religious symbols 
that represent pride and protection 
still survives. The position of the tattoo 
varies according to the sex of the 
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client and the chosen design: the most 
common symbol is the Coptic Cross 
(which has the arms all the same 
length) which is worn inside the right 
wrist. Larger and more complicated 
designs are tattooed on the upper arm, 
women prefer the inside of the arm or 
above the knee; the back of the hand 
is usually reserved for small Coptic 
crosses. Four points in the shape of a 
cross are often tattooed at the base of 
the finger and people who have injured 
or dislocated their arm often have a 
long Line of dots marked on their Limb. 
Evidence of the practice of tattooing in 
the Holy Land over the course of the 
centuries can be found in the accounts 
of the voyages of many pilgrims who 
confirm that it was commonplace up 
until halfway through the twentieth 
century. In 1956 a professional 
tattooist in Jerusalem, Jacob Razzouk, 
was still using carved wooden stencils 
to print designs onto skin. He declared 
that they had been in his family since 
the seventeenth century and had 
been handed down from father to son 
until they reached him. The drawings 
reproduced from these carvings were 
published in a book by Carswell, 
"Coptic Tattoo Designs", only 200 
copies were printed in a Limited edition 
in 1956. Only two dates appear on the 
designs from these woodblocks: one 
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Religious Tattoos from Assiria and Turkey 



is some Armenian writing from 1749 
and the other is "Resurrection" under 
which is engraved the date 1912. 
The ancient tradition of pilgrims being 
tattooed exists not only in Jerusalem 
but also in Loreto. In the museum 
of the sanctuary of Loreto you can 
see on display 60-70 small boxwood 
tablets with engravings of devotional 
symbols, images of the Madonna, 
the Crucifix and saints. The use of 
these was very widespread until the 
end of the nineteenth century and 
disappeared permanently as late as 
1940-50. The sacred tattoos of Loreto 
would have originated as imitations of 
St. Francis of Assisi's stigmata - which 
according to legend predicted the 
arrival of the Holy House of Nazareth 
in Loreto - and were to draw upon 
Eastern Christian traditions. Tattooing 



was practiced by four or five families 
in Loreto and for centuries the art and 
tools were passed down through the 
generations. From 1585, or perhaps 
even earlier, the "markers" would 
take to the streets of Loreto waving 
plaques attached to rope to attract the 
attention of travellers and pilgrims. 
Once the design was chosen the 
marker would shave the arm with a 
razor, then the wooden stencil was 
soaked in a mixture of carbon black, 
aniseed mixed with alcohol and vinegar 
and was pressed against the skin. The 
more skilled markers drew the design 
freehand, then a stake (three steel 
needles tied to a wooden handle with 
thick string) was repeatedly dipped 
into the pigment and the design was 
traced by making a series of small 
puncture marks. 



It seems that some novice tattooists 
did not press the needles hard enough 
for fear of causing pain, therefore the 
mark was not permanent; they would 
recommend the client not to wash 
for 48 hours in the hope that in the 
meantime they would Leave Loreto. 
Should the client return to make a 
complaint however, the "operator" 
would always claim that he had used a 
special ink which needed time to take 
hold. However, he would reimburse 
the fee, which up until 1930 was one 
lira per tattoo. 

Tattooing in Loreto was primarily a 
"sign of devotion", an act by which 
the faithful put themselves under 
the protection of the Virgin of Loreto. 
Sometimes it was a "sign" of a votive 
for a favour received or a "sign" 
carved in pain to obtain help. In short 
it was a permanent testimony to a 
pilgrimage accomplished. 
In Loreto other tattoos were carried 
out which were more magical than 
religious: many farmers, for instance, 
would tattoo themselves to prevent 
insect and snake bites, jinxes and 
any other misfortunes. 
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IT'S THE BIG OPENING: HANKY PANKY'S 
COLOSSAL PROJECT HAS FINALLY BECOME 
A REALITY. WE OFFICIALLY PRESENT THE 
AMSTERDAM TATTOO MUSEUM, THE FIRST 
REAL TATTOO MUSEUM IN THE WORLD 
WHICH THE DUTCH CITY IS PROUD 
TO PRESENT TO YOU. HERE'S A BRIEF 
DESCRIPTION AND THE FAMILY TREE OF THIS 
WONDERFUL CENTER DEDICATED TO THE 
HISTORY AND THE WORLD OF TATTOOING 
AND WHICH OPENED ITS DOORS ON THE 
5TH NOVEMBER IT IS GETTING READY 
TO BECOME THE HEART OF THE WORLD 
TATTOOING SCENE. 
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Here we are in 
Amsterdam, 
at Ptantage 
Middenlaan, an 
elegant street in the 
Ptantage district. 
On talking to Almar Seinen - Henk and 
Louise Schiffmacher's right-hand man 
throughout the six years it has taken 
to create this space - we discover this 
area to be home to the anthropological 
museum, the zoo, bookshops and science 
departments. We arrive at the same time 
as the numerous other tattoo artists 
who have come from all over the world 
to pay homage to Hanky Panky and to 
be present at the historic moment at 
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noon, when the museum opened its 
doors. In the courtyard under a large 
wooden structure, a press conference 
is being held. And when Henk's 
unmistakable husky voice is heard over 
the microphone, the huge, captivated 
audience applauds with emotion. And the 
man himself, with his usual natural and 
direct style describes in a few words and 
with much irony how his project came 
into being. After a toast of whisky and 
beer, naturally, the visit to the Museum 
begins after a pre-Colombian ceremony 
in a winter garden that links the two 
main parts of this sumptuous villa from 
the early 900's. 

But all in good time. ..The path that 
we take with Hanky, who acts as our 
mentor, is a journey through time which 
follows the history of tattooing from its 
origins to the present day. We enter the 
building which contains the permanent 
collection... Caskets full of relics, objects, 
memorabilia and photographs that tell 
the story of tattooing in South East Asia 
are displayed in a lavish and immaculate 
white space with wooden floors, huge 
windows and high ceilings. 
As we pass from room to room we 
breathe in the scent of the history that 
surrounds these objects, the story of 
human tradition and an art which had its 
beginnings in those first tribal customs in 
Japan in the form of prints, photographs, 
tools and nature scenes, Samurai and 



Geisha all on display in the museum. 
'We have digitalised 24,000 of the 40,000 
or more objects in the collection and this 
is still ongoing - Almar Seinen tells us - 
this was the first step we took six years 
ago when Henk approached me (I have 
been in charge of Museums for many 
years) and told me about his project. 
I asked him to show me what he had 
and I said: Ok let's start by classifying 
everything. Once we are sure of what 
we have in our possession, then we can 
propose our project to some institution.' 
"For over thirty years I collected anything 
and everything that was related to 
tattooing - continues Henk - perhaps 
some of you will remember the first 
Museum that I created in my tattoo shop 
in the Red Light District and the one that 
I opened in 1996. Unfortunately we had 
to close in 2000, but now we're back and 
we're bigger and better than ever! And 
all this has been made possible with the 
help of the department of unemployment 
and welfare, and especially thanks to my 
dear Madame Jeannette.' 
Meanwhile Henk embraces, laughs and 
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toasts his old friends who have come 
to the event: The Leu Family, Dennis 
Cockell, Jack Rudy, George Bone, Marco 
Pisa, Gippi Rondinella, Suluape Petelo, 
Jimmie Skuse, James Brown, Lai Hardy 
and Charlie Cartwright. 
We climb the great wooden staircase with 
him and come to the upper floor which 
is dedicated to the evolution of Western 
tattooing. 'Ancient As Time, Modern 
As Tomorrow': the lettering that the 
tattoo artist Stoney St. Clair had outside 
his shop (which has since become a 
catchphrase in tattooing and a common 
style for many tattooists' business cards) 
dominates the scene with the distinctive 
character of traditional-style shops in 
post-war America. 

Here all kinds of objects are on display 
from the world of military, gangs, prison, 
sailors, prostitutes, festivals and the 
circus world. Also displayed are many 
items linked to famous tattooists such as 
Les Skuse, Joseph Hartley, George Bone, 
Tattoo Peter, Ole Hansen, AT. Sinclair, 
Bob Roberts, Mike Malone, Amund 
Dietzel, Milton Zeis, Jonsey, Charlie 
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Wagner, Capt. Don Leslie, Rich Mingins, 
to mention a few. There are flash, 
photographs, machines, prints, canvases 
and human skin. 

Most of this property belongs to Henk 
himself, but a large part has come from 
donations as he explains: "We have to 
thank Juan Puente for the incredible 
collection of Horiyoshi III prints. The 
same Horiyoshi III donated a marvellous 
and extremely rare 19th century painting. 
We thank the Leu family for the great 
Titine Leu painting. Our thanks also go 
to Don, Capt. Don's son, to Bill Loika, 
Dave Singletary and to Permanent Mark 
for their donations of photos, paintings 
and the Capt.'s banner. Thanks to 
Petelo, Paulo Sulu'ape's brother from the 
legendary Samoan family... 
Paulo's instruments and notes are part 
of the collection'. 

We arrive at present-day tattooing, 
and life in the building dedicated to all 
that is contemporary. With a research 
centre dedicated to this art and its 
history, a shop selling souvenirs, 



books and magazines. There is an area 
for seminars and reading, a cafe, a 
memorial garden for those who wish to 
be honoured here and a meeting room 
for the Dermagraphic Society; a group 
of 12 people - international honorary 
members of the Museum - who meet 
every month to decide upon the who, 
what, when, where, why and how of 
the Museum. A tattoo travel agency is 
still under construction, as well as a 
magnificent hall and gallery which will 
host the temporary exhibitions of great 
international artists (the irreverent 
painting of Ewan Cameron inaugurated 
the gallery last December). 
Finally we come to the tattoo shop. A 
staircase surmounted by a Life-sized 
crucifix leads us to this old-style temple 
of tattooing, with the seats side by side, 
lots of red, the walls adorned with flash 
by the greatest tattoo artists of all time 
and the smell of ink and disinfectant. 
Here tattooing comes to life every day 
at the hands of Hanky Panky, Danny 
Boy, Chris Danley, Yushi Takei, Dan 
Dingenberg, Tattoo Molly and many other 



international guests who gravitate to 
this place all year round. 
What will life be like at the Amsterdam 
Tattoo Museum? What will emerge from 
Hanky Panky's cylinder? 'The future 
of this place is in the hands of tattoo 
lovers. If they're looking to follow trends 
then this is not the place for them. Here 
tattooing has its place in history and 
individuals can be a big part of it. This 
was the idea behind a memorial garden 
where ashes can be spread. Rome is no 
longer the center of the world, now it's 
Amsterdam and I'm the Pope!' 

That evening at 7pm it was time for the 
big party attended by tattoo artists from 
all over the world, television and ordinary 
people alike. It was a sparkling evening 
with a great turnout and is best reported 
in Henk's letter below which can be found 
on the Museum's website. A big thank 
you to all who contributed, to friends and 
to those who either out of curiosity or 
passion for tattooing decided to pay a visit 
to this magnificent place and get in touch 
with the history of tattooing. 
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/ ^^^k n November 5th, 7pm tattoo time in the year 199 AR., the doors of our Tatican 

I j m I opened to the world or to dedicated followers and those who want to satisfy their 

I m curiosity and open their mind to our world. Outside in the dark a thick line of 
• • w^^^r people slowly moved into the holy grounds of tattooing. This patient waiting in line 
to get in went on till 1 am at night. Like in a fucking parking garage we let only one in as soon as one left. With 
the help of three rented gorillas we had to keep things smooth. Those who did not get a ticket were soliciting like 
homeless with cardboard sips please, help, need ticket] will work for who sells his ticket' or 'do anything to get in. 
Deep into the night we killed the music and lights to end this madhouse. 

All the conceivable media were present and there was live streaming on the internet: thousands of dedicated 
followers watched us worldwide and who knows beyond. AR TV stations in Holland and abroad radio, news, 
talks hows, Facebook and Twitter, morning and evening papers, magazines, documentary makers, a bigtime theatre 
movie production on Black & Grey tattooing from Hollywood interviewed and shot film in our museum. . . 
Thanks everybody for the countless amounts of special drawn flash, thanks for the special sheet inked by the gate. 
The family of the European father of modern tattooing Felix Leu, invaded the not-yet-finished museum the night 
before. The embrace with Loretta hit me like a ton of fucking bricks, hugging, kissing and a rare emotional feeling 
took over. Tears streamed down my old pumpkin to be absorbed by my beard. Lorettds wonderful eyes inspected 
and reported straight to Felixs spirit: "He would have loved it", was the greatest compliment for me. His being there 
was unreal but true. Thanks for being there, thanks for helping us out on the last night, thanks for helping us hang 
the beautiful paintings from Filips wife, Titine, on loan to our museum. They are the highlight of our collection. . . 
EilandHogan from Sacramento, was not only here as a guest but also to represent our late brother Eric Hogan. 
Jimmie Skuse was here: 3rd generation tattoo artist offspring of the great Skuse Family founders of the Bristol 
Tattoo Club Machines, flash, books, paintings, small and big donations of money. This financial help we will use 
to build our library: the H.I. Frank Memorial Library. Named after my old mentor in collecting, taxman Harry 
Frank, who passed away too fucking soon like so many, but not forgotten. . . 

More than 150 guest tattooists put a small pilgrim tattoo on their body. They filled a little empty space 
but in general on their hands or fingers. Jack Rudy and his wife got one and placed one in our guest shop 
on Good Time Charlie, Kate Hillebrandt, Rob Admiraal, Molly, Chris Danley, Danny Boy and his lovely 
ball and chain, Tiziana the magnificent who actually designed this Coptic looking pilgrim tattoo. These 
are the inner circle. Supporters of the first hour, our ambassadors. Thank you all! Horishige and his lovely 
wife in traditional Japanese costume occupied the tatami floor of our Japanese tattoo shop designed by Soe 
Sezuki, a proud and extremely talented female tattoo artist and lifetime family friend. The soon-to-be- 
opened memorial garden will remind all of us who passed on into another dimension. Their name or 
their ashes, their urns will be kept in this monument after death. . . 

Admiration, congratulations, kisses and hugs, proud as a monkey with seven dicks I came home into my emptied 
house. All is on show and all that is left for me is my illustrated wife, who also proud and confused, put me to 
bed. Confused of what happened not because of the seven dicks, confused but ready to take the future, the unreal 
thing we created what we have started, like in an ambush, never regret. The way out is forwards, no fear of 
going forwards my friends. We created this lovely beast, we will treasure it and you have to feed it. Together we 
give our unique art the monumental place it deserves. The Tatican is open, those about to bleed we salute. 

Thank you all with all our love, from the Tatican, November 18th 119A.R. and just before I was gonna put 
down this pen, thank you Catfish Carl what a delicate and beautiful bronze machine like Colonel Todds famous 
Jim Dandy. Hike to call this beauty "the sweetheart'] a tattoo treasure, thanks! From the Amsterdam Tattoo 
Museum, I sign with great love and respect, Henk". 




Fine tattoo machines 

New xoiz rota r y s 





Every year in the Bay 
Area the best and most 
Loved artists in the 
world get together. 
San Francisco is a 
city rich in history and 
it's not at all surprising that it always 
attracts so many people from a LL over 
the world. The events that take place 
simultaneously in this large space - 
just perfect for important meetings 
- are numerous and there are so many 
artists that it is hard to find time to 
visit them all. 

Compared to other conventions, it is 
the scale of the show that sets it apart 
from others, together with the relaxed 
and peaceful atmosphere and the way 
the various artists work together. 
It kicked off Thursday night with a 
party that was held in an underground 
bar in the center of the city, full of 
tunnels and secret corners, where the 
atmosphere became red-hot. Only a 
city like Frisco could offer gems like 
this to its inhabitants and the many 
tourists who are overwhelmed by 
the charm of such an open-minded, 



mixed population that few cities can 
boast. On with the show and this year's 
special guests were real legends who 
have revolutionised tattooing and who 
need no introduction: Tom Devita and 
Don Ed Hardy. To see geniuses of this 
caliber close up and to get to know 
them in person was a real honour, 
a feeling shared by all the artists 
present. Exchanging a few words 
with Ed Hardy I got to know about his 
latest projects and a new film. He told 
me that he spends most of his time 
taking part in art shows and publishing 
books and he confessed that the 
new release of Ed Hardy Tattoo The 
World was a real adventure for him. 
He's a genuine artist, with both feet 
firmly on the ground, who shares his 
experiences in the world of tattooing 
without any pretensions. 'I never 
dreamed of becoming someone who 
could influence others - he told us - I 
entered the world of tattooing because 
I wanted to be a part of something 
that had never been seen before.' His 
innovative ideas reached various areas 
including journalism and his future 
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plans seem to be very exciting... 
'I started the first tattoo magazine, 
TattooTime, in 1982 with Leo ZuLueta. 
Zuleta is a real reference point for 
tribal style', says Rox Twospirit. 'I grew 
up in London and I discovered tribal in 
the 1980's: I decided immediately that 
I needed to find out more about this 
style. It was Leo who made the rules, 
going back to the roots of indigenous 
tribal, and it's thanks to him that I am 
where I am today! TattooTime was a 
project that revolutionised the world of 
journalism in this sector. It wasn't just 
a magazine with pictures of women 
in bikinis, but it concentrated on art 
and history. Our immediate plan is to 



publish a collection of magazines, to 
celebrate our 30-year anniversary'. 
This year's event celebrates the 
publication of several new books, 
Horitomo's new Immovable, and 
Adrian Lee's second book, Bloodwork: 
bodies, a real masterpiece that 
documents the most beautiful works 
of art on skin. Finally Dan Smith's new 
publication, With the Light of Truth, 
whose publisher is the great tattooist 
Mike Devries of Memento Publishing, 
who worked side by side with the 
author to produce this book. 
Now we get to the real players who 
inspired the audience with their 
machines. It's impossible to name all 
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those who were present at 
the convention, on account 
of the number of participants 
and the extremely high 
calibre of this event. We will 
mention however: Bill and 
Junii from Diamond Club Chad 
Koeplinger, Freddy Corbin, 
Grez, Grime and his team 
from Skull and Sword, Juan 
Puente, Robert Atkinson, 
Rob Benavides, Oliver Peck, 
Shawn Barber, and Kim 
Saigh. Many Japanese artists 
such as Shige and Horikiku 
from Yokohama. The Italians 
Beppe and Zuno. Since I love 
crediting women tattooists I 
cannot fail to mention Sarah 
Schor from Kings Avenue and 
Heather Bailey from Spider 
Murphy's. 

The contests provided a 
breathtaking spectacle. 
You can't imagine what was on 
show on the stage! Wonderful! 



The prize for best of show 
went to Bert Krak, who 
did so many tattoos. 
Our congratulations go out 
to him as well as to Taki 
and the organisers who 
created a ground-breaking 
show. See you next time! 
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ON A CRISP, SUNNY SATURDAY 
IN NOVEMBER 201 1, THE 
PICTURESQUE LITTLE SWISS 
VILLAGE OF GRUYERES, 
FAMOUS FOR ITS CASTLE 
AND ITS CHEESE, STARTED 
FILLING UP WITH BLACK- 
CLAD CROWDS OF PEOPLE, 
LONG BEFORE THE 
LATE-AFTERNOON OPENING 
RECEPTION FOR PAUL 
BOOTH'S EXHIBITION, 
"CRUCIATUS AETERNUM", 
AT THE HR GIGER MUSEUM. 



TEXT BY LORETTA LEU 
PHOTOS BY BOBBY C. ALKABES 






HR Giger Museurri/Gruyeres, Switzerland 

www.hrgigermuseum.com 

Paul Booth: www.darkimages.com 

Filip Leu: www.leufamilyiron.com 

Titine Leu: www.facebook.com Titine K Leu 

Sabine Gaffron: www.myspace.com/sabinegaffron 

Ajja Leu: www.ajja.leufamilyiron.com 

Cosmosis: www.cosmosis.co.uk 

Bobby C. Alkabes: www.facebook.com/Devon 1111 




R Giger, a noted 
and prolific 
surreal artist, 
best known for 
designing the 
creature and 
sets for the film "Alien", has turned 
an old medieval castle into a museum 
filled with his drawings, paintings, 
sculptures, and his personal collection 
of other artists' works. 



In this medieval setting, Paul Booth, 
a life-long admirer of HR Giger's work, 
has found the perfect backdrop for 
his "dark surrealist" oil paintings. 



The event started with a press 
conference, followed by the arrival of 
HR Giger who officially opened 
Paul Booth's exhibition. 
Everyone then moved upstairs to 
another gallery (the museum is an 
absolute labyrinth spread out over 
different levels with plenty of space, 
staircases and niches] where the 
members of the ArtFusion Experiment 
were briefly introduced. 



For those of you not familiar with this 
movement, the ArtFusion Experiment 
is a live collaborative painting 
performance that was first presented 
by Paul Booth, Titine Leu and Filip Leu 
in 2001 . At the Giger Museum this core 



group was joined by fellow painter 
Sabine Gaffron. 

In the presence of HR Giger and a large 
crowd, the artists started painting in 
acrylic on a 170 x 200 cm canvas tacked 
to the wall. Over the next seven hours, 
the public witnessed the fascinating 
evolution of the painting. 



The finished artwork was given to HR 
Giger. The event was further enriched 
by an inspiring electro-acoustic live 
musical performance by Ajja S.F. Leu 
and Cosmosis. Paul Booth's paintings 
are on view until April 201 2 at the HR 
Giger Museum. 



It was an international gathering of the 
tribes: artists, musicians, art collectors, 
tattooers, tattoo aficionados, press, 
HR Giger fans and Paul Booth fans 
(including a bus load of fifty who had 
come from Poland for the occasion]. 



Art was everywhere and the Chateau 
was vibrating to the sounds of 
psychedelic music. A good time was 
had by all! I'd personally Like to thank 
HR Giger for hosting such a unique 
event. 



The ELASTIC on machines serves to steady the bar and to keep the needle 
near the tip to prevent the needle from jumping. But if you were to put it 
on the handle near to the needle it would be even more effective! 

This Revolutionary type of Elastic Grip allows you to 

-Have greater stability of the needle so, unlike 
normal tattoo grips it adheres well to the edge 
of the tube, especially at the tip of the needle 
-Save time and gain precision and 
safety in movement. 
-Experience more speed and 

efficiency on the job and ^ PREDATOR TATTOO GRIP 

consequently less stress VIA MARTIRI 32/B 

for the tattooist. NICHELINO - TORINO - ITALY 

C.A.P. 10042 
TEL3803235190 





made IN ITALY www.predatortattoogrip.com 




www.tatuatore.eu 

J Fscebook/Ettore Ee?his S S!ysj ^e/tatuatore 

Corr.o ? Unita' d'Italia.7 CANTU' (CO) 

info 333 6003027 info tatuatore.eu 




attoQ/ 

International Guest Artist are welcome 



Eerikinkatu 9 
20100 Turku 
Finland 



www.kabubbytattoo.fi 



Finland +358 41 740 9831 
World +393 28 554 5452 
info@kabubbytattoo.com 

31 kabubbytattoo 




TATTcbO EXPO 
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A CONVENTION WHICH TAKES PLACE 
BETWEEN ITALY AND MITTEL EUROPE, 
IN A BEAUTIFUL CITY WITH THE DISCREET 
CHARM AND PEACEFULNESS OF THE 
SEASIDE TOWN YET WITH THE IMPOSING 
ELEGANCE AND SPLENDOUR OF ITS 
AUSTRO -HUNGARIAN PAST. 





tattoos 




W 



e are in Trieste for the 
fourth edition of the Tattoo 
Expo in a breathtaking 
location whose name 
says it all: the Hall of 
Enchantment, the former 
Central fishmarket between the sea and Piazza Unita' 
d'ltalia. On show was Italian tattooing combined with 
eastern European influence. In these pages we'll bring 
you a sample of what was on offer, showing the best work 
produced throughout the three-day show in November. 
www.triestetattooexpo.com 






"The most 
relaxing 
tattoo 

experience 
possible/ 7 



Mr* Numb Painless 
Procedure Cream. 




Does not cause swelling or distortion 
of the skin, allows for a perfect skin 
canvas for the tattoo artist with vibrant 
uptake and deposition of ink, and 
offers the most relaxing pain-free 
experience possible. 
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FLASH 







ccnr* 



his set of flash 
is a joint project 
I between Guen 

I Douglas and 

myself. 
We wanted to 
do a powerful set just in black. They 
are strong images that relate to the 
Black Metal music scene. 
I paint in watercolor on watercolor 
paper: it's just a medium I'm 
comfortable with. I get the closest 
look to my tattooing in my paintings 
this way. I Like this look. Even if they're 



completely black the result is really 
intense. It's representative of non 
conformity and anti- establishment. 
These are things we like to believe in. 
No gods or masters. Human instinct 
got us this far... not an old man 
sitting on a golden throne. Just good 
tattooing and freedom of expression. 
It was a fun project and seeing that 
Guen has been working with us at 
Magnum Opus Tattoo since January 
2012, I am sure there will be many 
more projects in the future. 
We like doing flash projects together 



and it's very inspiring to work with 
talented people; its something that 
keeps us learning more about 
our craft of tattooing. 
The minute you think you know it 
all in this business is, in fact, when 
its all over". 



Into: MAGNUM CPUS TATTOO 
www. magnumopmtattco. com 
Phil Kyle/Guen Dcugla& 
Brighton, UK 
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jl.Patimura 777 . 
Kuta. Bali. Indonesia, 
+ 62(0)8179745595 ;+62(0)3613696151 
www. bodhitattoosupplies .com 



KOK 7R0VATE 
LE KOSTRE RIVISTE 
DAL V0STR0 EDICOLAKTE? 



THE ALESSIO'S 

* FAMILY* 
TATTOO SHOP 




• SORSO-ITALY* 
ALCSSIO MANCONI 
079/360031 

FACCB00K.COM/THCAtCS3l03FAMILY 



raw 



SillOXEHERG 



i B52 ^ 

La, Tattoo & Piercing ^r^^^HC^ 

FRIEDRIt IISKAIN 
7??*^ „u~l„l 



10783 Berlin "^Sjjjj 10247 Berlin 

Tel: 030/21960771 Tel: 030/39885451 

WWW.tattOO-b52.COm 




iseqnaiateceio! 



Scriveteci tutte le informazioni 
relative al punto vendita, 
prowederemo a rifornirlo 



6El igjED CEGEjra misim, 




TATTOO 



^-^^ ITALIA 

Contattaci aU'indirizzo e-mail: 
mediafriends@tattoolife.com 



Proseccofj?????^ 



www.d ri n Icl^rroo.com 



TATTOO 
PASSION 



Uarfs & KriK 

Tattoo artists 

Thonon-les^Baios f France.) 
' cassion.com 





CoLocw Wajses SuJ^pUy 

RIVENOITORI OCI COLOR! STAtlRITI IN I TA I I A Z- L ^ 




Via Pasubio, 9 • 20025 Legnano (Mi) 

Tel./Fax 0331 544117 • Cell. 338 6090281 

E-mail: info@colourwavesupply.com 
w w w. c o I o u r w a v e s uppl y . c o m 




CONSTANTLY UPDATED It FAST DELIVERY tl 

MORE THAN 15? OOO PRODUCTS ONLINE II ALL IN STOCK It 

ore tiPt 



TATTOOING WITH LOVE 

Vid Trieste 10/b 
Montecatini Terme Pistoia Italy 
Tel. + 39 339 5266381 
ww wldttooingwithlove.com 
Facebook Tattooing With Love Studio 



S^^j^S^c Fr.vvo Uvconi 



9» LAfovAtorio 
iMtcniAziovL\lc 

c picrcffis 

Tvrtto il HiMcmlc 
c" 5tcrflizzAto c nwvtoso 



svilU propria jvllc... 
cV*i non li 5A f Arc li 
f A pA§ k \rc jJU pellc 
t>c$li «.\1tri ! 

CVp'ti Attfeti M f*vu\ htfcntfciofyjc 

Purtropjip sneculizzAti in copcrtvirc 
00122 Litv t>i OstiA - Romia 

Cso Re$ins M&r\& Puv 22 D/E 
Tel." c Fax OOW/*Xv>o222S4 

laboralono realinalo In contormiia' alle linee guida del Minisieto Mia Sauna 






ONLY 
LMADE INi 



THE ORIGINAL TATTOO IRONS 

ONLY AVAILABLE FROM SHARPZ AUTHORISED SUPPLIERS 



w w 



c k y s h 

g. enquiries@mictysharp2.c0m t. +44 (0) 121 449 3799 

WorldNags.net 




NOW! 

Qffgrg vglifl in Eprgpg International qxcgpt M$A 



OFFER 

6 issues of Tattoo Life 
or 6 issues of Tattoo 
Energy at the special price 
of € 35,00 (Europe) 
or € 50,00 (International) 
with no additional 
shipping costs! 



OFFER 

TRIAL-FORMULA! 

3 issues of Tattoo Life 
or Tattoo Energy 
for only € 18,00 (Europe) 
or € 26,00 (International) 



DOUBLE STRIKE! 

A YEAR OF TATTOOS AND GREAT GIFTS 

Subscribe to 1 2 issues of Tattoo Life or Tattoo Energy or 6 issues 
of Tattoo Life + 6 of Tattoo Energy, and you will receive a month 
subscription to Tattoo Life Gallery. 



OFFER 

6 issues of Tattoo Life 
+ 6 issues of Tattoo Energy 
+ a month subscription to 
Tattoo Life Gallery 
only € 70 (Europe) 
only€ 100 (International) 
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OFFER 

12 issues of Tattoo Life 

or of Tattoo Energy 

+ a month subscription to 

Tattoo Life Gallery 

only € 70 (Europe) 

only € 100 (InternationaL) 



Subscribe now and pay as you wish: bank check, bank transfer, credit card 
Just fill out the form below and send it to: 

Axiome Abonnement Presse, PEngarvin, 06390 COARAZE, France 
e-mail: Abo@Axiomegroup.biz 

Tel. +33 (0) 4 92 00 05 72 - Fax +33 (0) 4 93 79 31 56 

or subscribe through our web site, now also in digital version 

www.tattoolife.com/subscribe 



Finally you can subscribe to our magazines 
from home! Just visit our web site and 
choose the subscription you prefer 
in paper and/or digital format. Go to: 
www.tattoolife.com/subscribe 




Subscribe for 12 issues 
and GET 1 MONTH FREE ACCESS 




to www.tattooLifegallery.com 



The most complete and selected 
Tattoo Gallery 



Name Surname 

Address 

Town 



PostCode Country . 

Ph Fax 

e-mair 



'Mandatory field to receive the free subscription 
to Tattoo Life Gallery 



Signature 



□ Yes, I would like to subscribe □ TATTf^ □ OFFERS D1 D2 D3 D4 

I want to receive the magazine in ^ English ^ Italian j ^ French H] German Spanish 



Methods Of payment (Double Strike!) 



□ 



BANK CHEQUE 



Please find enclosed a bank cheque of 

made out to Axiome Abonnement Presse 



euro 



|'~] BANK TRANSFER 



Axiome Abonnement Presse 

IBAN: FR76 1910 6006 7043 6106 5620 068 
BIG: AGRIFRPP891 



I | CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 

VISA ^] MASTER CARD 



□ 



Expiry date: 



MONTH 



YEAR 



Card holders name 

Name Surname 

Signature 

Date 



SECURITY CODE 
(last 3 numbers on strip) 




Europe's #1 Supplier 

One-Stop-Shop for Quality Products! 





ADAM CIFERRI MACHINES 

/ 




GREY WASH SERIES 



Mao 

MACHINES 



wmm 



SUNSKIN 



Spezialfarben_ 

*^EKS£? TATTOO EQUIPMENT 



BL^CK DPTUS II rapidex® 



Our range of products speak for themselves! 

www.tattoosupplies.uk.com • UK Freephone: 08000 286088 • EU: + 44 131 229 3709 



QUALITY PRODUCTS FOR THE ^OFESSIONAL TATTOO ARTIST 



